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Thank you
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Chair’s Report  Keith Giblett
My report is short and succinct for July ‘20 as my work on behalf of QDCC have been supporting
Community Council Executive and Convenors on the day to day business of representing our
community.
Typically I have been involved with High Street Spaces for People proposal, High St Improvements
zoom meeting, planning meeting with Taylor Wimpey, email correspondence about the Hawes
Promenade trial restrictions and the Street Naming suggestions for the new developments. I also
replied to the Chair of Varney Residents clarifying the position with Ferrymuir Gate Rd as detailed in
the Planning Convenors report.
I have also had conversations with local businesses about the SfP High St proposal and High St
Improvements. The businesses have concerns about the timing of the works and potential impacts
from the improvement works immediately following the Covid 19 lockdown. I would like to thank
Kirsten Heggie for her contribution to QDCC representing the local businesses. Kirsten is in the
process of standing down from QBA to focus on her Business as well as take up an educational
opportunity. Presently the QBA members are discussing how they might be best represented going
forward.
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Secretary’s Report  Terry Airlie
1. The QDCC mailbox – both incoming and outgoing has been slightly busier again this past
month despite the ongoing COVID-19 situation. As previously reported most people tend to
engage with QDCC through social media rather than direct contact via e-mail although we do
still get occasional phone calls, including a request for assistance in getting a memorial
bench placed in the harbour
Following dialogue with the CEC Community Council support team we took the decision in
March to suspend all face to face meetings of the Community Council until further notice
and informed CEC accordingly, however business continues as best we can using a
combination of email and social media. Dialogue with CEC continues.
Whilst it remains encouraging that local residents are keen to engage with QDCC, most
communications tend to be complaints, issues with CEC service delivery and queries about
local service provision.

Once again there has been a lot of activity on planning matters this month as can be seen in
the Planning Report and my thanks go out to Diane for the work and effort put in on behalf
of the local community on this topic. My thanks also go out to Graeme for his work on the
Spaces for People proposals for the High Street. We have responded to CEC based in part on
the responses to the online survey on that and await feedback.
We continue to receive regular information updates from CEC and on the ongoing role and
responsibilities of Community Councils during the current pandemic.
2. A number of website enquiries have been received – mainly questions around the current
situation but others included a number of local residents supporting the QDCC position on
the Spaces for People proposals, a complaint about the temporary closure of The Hawes Car
Park, a complaint about noise from motor bikes along the High Street, a request on behalf of
Dalmeny/Rosebery Estate to meet with QDCC, a request from the Watch Commanders at
Crewe Toll Fire Station to discuss Fire Safety Messages and KSQ Football Club reached out to
share concerns at the increase in prices for pitch hire at the Hub.
No significant postal mail was received this month
3. I attended two Zoom calls on behalf of QDCC this month – a meeting with Taylor Wimpey to
discuss the South Scotstoun/Hawthorn Gardens development, and an internal meeting to
formulate a response to Spaces for People proposals for the High Street.
4. On behalf of QDCC I continue to correspond with CEC officials, CEC Councillors, and local
residents on various community related matters. I continue to distribute information to
office-bearers, members and/or portfolio conveners as appropriate.
Please note the e-mail circulation list by which this report is delivered should be taken as the
current version and used in any group wide communication. Can I ask all members to ensure
all details are properly transcribed.
Please reach out with any updates should any contact details change.
Terry Airlie Vice Chair & Correspondence Secretary – 4 th August 2020
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Treasurer’s Report  Diane Job
July 2020
Money in this month: None
Money out this month:
CEC - Insurance - £103.06
Huw Thomas - Echline Community Woodland - Assoc Membership Fees - £10
Total CC Funds = £747.73

Community Facility Funding

Clydesdale Bank
Cash Management Account - (June interest £8.50) - £21464.50
95 Day Notice Account - (June interest £19.87) - £60452.03
Nationwide Building Society - £85892.17
Barclays Bank - £85000.00 RBS - (Interest April - June £115.95) - £85749.32
Charity Bank - £60098.63
Community Facility Funding Total = £398656.65
Diane Job
QDCC Treasurer
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Communications  Graeme McKinley
Whilst physical meetings continue to not be possible, QDCC continues to communicate internally by
email, messenger and telephone ; to the community via Facebook, Twitter and our website ; with
CEC and various external organisations via Zoom, MS Teams, Skype and email. A suitable compatible
and agreeable platform for holding full virtual community council monthly meetings is currently
being trialled.
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Education  David Flint
n/a
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Environment  Neil McKinlay
Tesco Recycling facilities and general cleanliness of the car park and surrounding areas
Although general progress has been made one remaining hotspot is the strip of land between the
South end of the store and the Dakota hotel where a lot of rubbish is snagged in the fencing. This is a
kind of “no man’s land “ between the two businesses and Keith is kindly going to get in touch with
his Dakota contacts to see what can be done to address this issue. Tesco also committed to cutting
back the bushes along the perimeter adjoining the road as they trap litter and only partial shrub
cutting has been achieved to date. We will request an update on this action and also an update on
the transfer of ownership of all the recycling units from CEC to Tesco

Ferry Glen Group
The land slip at the bowling club end of the Back Braes continues to be monitored by CEC engineers
and to date no further slippage has been evidenced so the foot path remains open .Likewise the
path down into the Glen remains open but at some stage remedial work on the metal footbridge will
need to be undertaken, budget permitting. The footpath leading from St Margaret’s Primary School
down to the Glen also requires some repairs to the edging where it has collapsed, again budgets for
this work will present a challenge.
Through social media a resident has raised the issue of raw sewage spilling onto old railway line
cycle path at a spot heading towards Dalmeny. Apparently this has been raised over a number of
years with Scottish Water who despite investigations cannot determine the source of the problem.
Andy Malarky has taken the matter up with Scottish Water and we await the outcome of his efforts
Queensferry Planting Group
The 12 replacement wooden flower planters have now been constructed and delivered and they
look excellent. We hope to have them erected at the back end of the Autumn or early Spring next
year with help from the Men’s Shed team and some Rotarians.
The various blue colour painted planters at the West End of the High Street will be repainted shortly.
This is just a short term measure as these are some of the planters that will be replaced in the
Autumn
A water trolley has been purchased which is making the watering of the 65 tubs and planters across
town a much more efficient process.
CleanFerry
The date for David Hutcheson’s memorial ceremony at Hawthorn Bank gardens has been confirmed
for Saturday the 29th August with a 11.00am start. Currently outdoor events are restricted to a
maximum of 15 people from a maximum of 4 families. So to accommodate the 9 members of David’s
family who will be attending , it may be that some of the folks from the groups David supported will
have to view the planting of the tree and unveiling of the stone plaque from the road side of the
gardens but can then have a closer look at both once David’s family have left.
Car Disturbance Issues
Following many complaints from residents at Bridge House and along the High street about the
noise late at night from “boy racers” we engaged with Martin Crow our community police officer to
endeavour to address the issues. This resulted in 2 “drop in “sessions being held at the Hawes
Promenade car park which was attended by a significant number of residents. Following these
sessions an increased police presence was instigated, a temporary CCTV was installed and an order
was obtained to close the car park overnight. This closure will last till mid-August. As at the time of
this report these actions have seen the problem reduce significantly. However Graeme McKinley and
myself plan to engage with the young car enthusiasts if and when they return once the car park
reopens at night. The aim is to have an open discussion to try to see how best they can still enjoy
their cars but without disturbing local residents.
New Queensferry High School

Following David Flint highlighting the plight of the new trees and hedging that has been planted both
within and along the external boundaries of the new school the trees were given water by local
residents following which contractors have resumed their watering duties. It is pleasing to report
that since lockdown measures have eased a lot of effort has been made to landscape the areas
around the perimeter of the school which is looking much better.
In addition the task force teams are now getting to grips with the backlog of grass and verge cutting
across town.
Neil McKinlay, Convenor QDCC Environmental Committee

Monday 3rd August 2020
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Health & Wellbeing  Anne Mitchell
Health and Wellbeing Report July 2020

Foodbanks which were created as crisis response to COVID and the subsequent lockdown are
gradually being disbanded as there is less need for them. Families still needing support will be
referred to the pre-existing services available. Focus will change from families shielding to those in
financial difficulty. These services will continue to be provided from city distribution points initially.
Of concern is mixed messages coming from different Edinburgh primary schools with some parents
being told that no hot meals will be available until after October and others are being given menus
to complete for hot meals. This is of concern particularly for children who depend on schools to
provide hot meals. I have not been able to ascertain the situation in Queensferry.
Almond and western voluntary services forum; Attended today and like other groups that have been
incredibly busy during lock down this group will change to monthly meetings from 2 weekly as of
now.
Adults and children, particularly those who have been shielding, are being identified as struggling to
cope with social reintegration and fear of what this will mean. Both Royal Hospital for Sick Children
and NSPCC are developing strategies to help children adapt particularly in relation to going back to
school.
The group is aware of the potential impact of unemployment and are trying to identify groups that
may help those made redundant to find work.
There is still a lack of clarity around the reopening of community halls and how they will be deep
cleaned in advance of this. The same issues will impact on use of school facilities for community
groups and church halls etc. Clarity around who is responsible for the cleaning before opening is
required along with responsibility for cleaning between groups and how this will affect costs.

Health in Mind continue on line but are concerned that many of the people who found this helpful
do not wish to use this service in its current form.
Pharmacy services are returning to normal but we would remind people that repeat prescriptions
are requiring 5 working days from the time they are requested at the GP practice to being picked up
at the chemist. (This does not include prescriptions issued for a new condition.)
Everyone in the area should have received a mail drop from EDG (Edinburgh development group)
They have worked in the area previously to try to create support for adults requiring extra support
and their families. More recently they supported families with children with additional needs to
create the Ferry Important Kids Club for supported play.
Funding that is in place now is for the wider community, not just those with identified support
needs. The goal of this cooperative project is to identify local people with skills or interests that can
be shared in the community as well as members of the community who would benefit from these.
The community response to lockdown has been incredible and it would be sad to lose all of this
support and networking. EDG have no fixed idea of how this would work but one suggestion was
that perhaps someone who has been made redundant may want to undertake voluntary work while
they are applying for other work and they could link them with someone needing support from their
skills. Ferry go for it may well be in an ideal position to suggest a way forward as are the churches.
They are wanting to hear from anyone in the community for ideas.
I have raised the issue of moving out here and knowing no-one as a possibility to work on but many
folk will have other ideas. It may well end up with 2 groups – those who have skills to share and
those who would like to avail themselves of this. A second newsletter will follow.

Contact Claire 07713 355 460
Maureen maureenmartin@edg-sco.org
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Planning & Housing  Diane Job
Applications
During the five week period ten applications were received
20/02465/FUL - Altering location of existing 1.8m rear garden fence at side elevation of property to
increase garden space. New fence to be moved forward to in line with but not going past front
elevation of the property and extending down to path / walkway. Fence will run along path/walkway
to join up with boundary. Fence to be 1.8m high, double vertical slatted to provide security and
privacy for rear garden. Access gate for rear garden will be fitted on to side elevation of house - 31
Echline Drive

20/02533/FUL - Proposed alterations and extension to improve the facilities offered at the Longcraig
Scout Water Activity Centre - 3 Longcraig Road
20/02567/FUL - Single storey extension - 9 Echline Green
20/02829/LBC - Replacement window and associated works - 2 Wester Dalmeny Steading
20/02854/FUL - Erect a single storey extension at the rear of the property and a two storey
extension at the front of the property - 51 Scotstoun Park
20/02896/ADV - Advertisements comprising 1x Media charger with Screen, 1x Fast charger and 3x
Steel Flag poles - Tesco 5 Ferrymuir 20/02897/FUL - Installation of 1x EV Media charger with screen,
1x EV fast charger and 3 x steel flagpoles - Tesco 5 Ferrymuir
Trees in Conservation Area
20/02610/TCO - Silver Birch - roughly 35ft height - Crown reduction with topping roughly 15ft in
height - as recommended by a professional tree surgeon - 5 Ashburnham Loan
Certificate of Lawfulness Proposed
20/02621/CLP - Proposed rear extension for a dwelling house - 21 Stein Street 20/02768/CLP- Create
extension to rear of dwelling - 9 Branders Place

Decisions
The Planning Authority made five decisions during the five week period
20/02050/FUL - Porch extension - 7 Stoneyflatts Park - GRANTED 20/01973/FUL - Convert detached
garage to form home office (AMENDED) - 7 PLewlands Place - GRANTED 20/02159/ADV - Fascia sign.
Sign 1 - Flat ACM panels print to CNC matt lam, face fixed with white screw caps (1480x5600mm)
Sign 2 - Flat ACM panels print to CNC matt lam, face fixed with white screw caps (800x9550mm) Port Edgar Yacht Club - GRANTED
20/02621/CLP - Proposed rear extension for a dwelling house - 21 Stein Street - GRANTED
20/02465/FUL - Altering location of existing 1.8m rear garden fence at side elevation of property to
increase garden space. New fence to be moved forward to in line with but not going past front
elevation of the property and extending down to path / walkway. Fence will run along path/walkway
to join up with boundary. Fence to be 1.8m high, double vertical slatted to provide security and
privacy for rear garden. Access gate for rear garden will be fitted on to side elevation of house - 31
Echline Drive - GRANTED

Planning Matters
Please be advised that during these unprecedented times planning officers are working from home
for now. The public office at Waverley Court is closed and plans cannot be viewed, the help desk is
also closed
Dundas Children’s Play Park
QDCC contacted Alan Grevers and we were advised that Dundas Play Park is on his to do list - there
is no further update on sourcing the additional funding that is required and with COVID-19 affecting
so many businesses I can’t see that sourcing funding from out with CEC is going to be easy. QDCC will
keep an eye on this as we already have £25,000 in funding due to the High School build and we don’t
want to lose this and we also want to see an upgrade of this park as was discussed with CEC reps
over 2 years ago.
Dalmeny Park

Commercial Land - no further update on if/when building will start. To Let signage is still in place
South Scotstoun Development - Hawthorn Gardens
QDCC reps attended a zoom meeting on the 7th July with Sarah Paton-Butler and Gavin Hamilton
from Taylor Wimpey. This was to discuss the management of the site, working hours, the access for
the construction vehicles using the Scotstoun Avenue/provost Milne Grove and the reasoning
behind it, road cleaning of surrounding roads and the workers/contractors vehicles on-site parking
facilities. We also asked that access to resident’s drives nearest to the site entrance be kept clear.
We advised Taylor Wimpey that good communication channels were required throughout the build
with regular updates to help maintain a good relationship with neighbours. Taylor Wimpey have also
agreed to this and also to give updates to QDCC and we can contact them at anytime if we or
surrounding residents who have contacted us have any questions or concerns. We were advised that
the Scotstoun Ave/Provost Milne Grove access will for now be used only for construction vehicles
and workers and as houses are sold resident access to the development will be via the B800.
Scotstoun Avenue
Scotstoun Ave - Section 75 - Resurfacing and Traffic Calming Bus Stop Improvements.
QDCC have been keeping in regular contact with Stacey Montieth-Skelton the senior engineer on
this project.
Stacey Monkeith-Skelton has met with the designer for the traffic calming/ bus stop improvements
and the engineer delivering the resurfacing and she has advised the following:
The resurfacing will begin on site next week,(6th August) as part of the City Wide Road Surface
Treatment programme, (this will be completed in one day). On completion, the road markings that
are put down will be from the larger improvement scheme. We will then come in and locally
excavate/install traffic calming and bus stop improvements and tie-in with the new surfacing later in
the year. It is hoped the final design will be complete in the next 2 – 3 weeks. It will be shared with
QDCC as soon as she has it and it has passed a road safety audit, along with (hopefully) the
programme for delivery.
Builyeon Road Housing Development
16/01797/PPP - 20/01137/PAN
The Cala Builyeon Road project team continue to progress the development on their proposed plans
and they endeavour to progress the drafting of the S75 with The City of Edinburgh Council where
possible. Previously an extension had been granted in May to extend he deadline for conclusion of
this until the 31st August 2020. A further request was issued that the deadline be extended until the
end of September 2020.
Due to annual leave Cala will give an update on this development after the 10th August.
Ferrymuir Gait
18/08266/AMC (revised application by the new developers)
Revised drawings and other updated documents were added to the portal on the 30th July. This
should now give a true reflection of the site. There have been a few changes made by the developer
taking into consideration some of the comments made by QDCC and residents. Please if you have

time have a look in the planning portal at the new documents. The case officer is aiming for this to
be added to the agenda for the Dev Management Sub-Committee meeting on the 26th August
High School Build
The new school will be open for pupils when they return to school in August as per the Scottish
Government guidelines regarding COVID-19
Network Rail Forth Bridge Experience
Network Rail have appealed against the decision made by the Dev Management Sub-Committee to
reduce the parking to 39 spaces from the original 78.The CEC Transport Department had advised
that 57 spaces was adequate. The appeal is for the vehicle parking for the experience to be reinstated to 57. QDCC’s original representation has been sent to the Directorate for Planning and
Environmental Appeals (DPEA) This will be considered by the DPEA when determining the appeal.
QDCC has sent a further submission in support of Network Rail. The reporter appointed to consider
the case is Mr Timothy Brian BA(Hons0 DipURP MRTPI. The reporter does not consider it necessary
to be accompanied on his visit, as he does not require to gain access to the site to gain a proper
understanding of the issues involved. The appeal is concerned with the number of car parking spaces
which should be provided to serve the proposed development, and in particular the reporter will
aim to view the site and its surroundings, the vehicular access, pedestrian/cycle/bus routes serving
the site, links with Dalmeny Station, car parks and informal parking in the area, and car parking
conditions more widely in South Queensferry. It is likely that after carrying out the site inspection
the reporter will have enough information to make his decision and it will be issued in due course.
Springfield LDP Site HSG1
19/06079/PAN - Residential Development and Associated Works including formation of Vehicular
and Pedestrian Access, SUDS Infrastructure Provision and Hard and Soft Landscaping - Land Bounded
By M90, Springfield Lea, Place And Terrace And Bo'ness Road Echline - Due to annual leave an
update will be given from Cala after the 10th August.
Pre Consultation Letter
QDCC received a pre consultation letter from WHP Telecoms Ltd as they are in the process of
selecting a site within Queensferry for a proposed 5G Telecommunications Installation For H3G UK
and invite stakeholders to enter into pre application discussion in relation to the selected option/s
prior to the submission of a formal planning application. The location mentioned in the
communication is on Station Road in front of the new High School QDCC sent a reply stating that we
would object to this location if it went to the planning stage and asked if they could share the other
locations that had been discounted. We have had no reply to our email. NO FURTHER UPDATE
Street Naming
I continue to spend time researching possible names to propose as street names for future housing
developments in Queensferry, it can take some time to gather the information required to
accompany the name being proposed as there are strict guidelines and criteria that has to be
adhered too. I have been told that some of the names proposed by QDCC have been accepted but I
haven’t been advised what they are yet other than the names for the South Scotstoun site, which
are Briggers, Fowler, Baker and Carswell to honour some of the men who were involved with the
building of the Forth Bridge. After receiving names from the Heritage Trust and discussions with the

History Group I have proposed Kaichi Watanabe which would have been good to have included for
the South Scotstoun development with the other names connected to the Forth Bridge. Kaichi
Watanabe's image became well known in the 1887 photograph illustrating the cantilever principle,
in which he poses with Fowler and Baker, suspended between the engineers who form a cantilever
structure with their arms. This photograph is well know over the world. Hopefully Watanabe is
accepted and can be used within another development. At the Dev Management Subcommittee
meeting on the 27th July - the committee were unanimous in agreeing to the exemption for Lord
Provost George Grubb’s name(normally you have to wait 5 years after the death of a person to allow
the name to be used although the name was already in the street naming bank it wouldn’t normally
have been used until 2023) a street will be named in his memory in the South Scotstoun
development.
Diane Job
QDCC Planning Convener
Back to menu

Transport  Grant Sangster
Transport Report for June & July 2020
1. Ferrymuir Gait Housing Proposal – Quite a lot of time is still being devoted to supporting the
Planning Sub-Committee on this subject. As mentioned in Diane’s report, more documents
have been submitted by the developer which seek to address some comments from QDCC,
nearby residents and CEC. A modified site layout includes a widened pavement on the road
running next to the existing playpark and all roads in the new scheme now feature
pavements on both sides. A revised transport assessment was submitted by the applicant
using data collected in February 2020 and accepted by CEC. However QDCC were contacted
by the Varney Residents Association stating they believe it remains deficient by assuming
accesses along legacy routes which they feel are unsuitable and subject to ownership
dispute.
2. Road Conditions and Diversions – Some roads around Queensferry are earmarked for
surface dressing treatment over the next few months, with The Loan and Scotstoun Avenue
targeted for early August. Patching repairs to prepare for this dressing took place in July,
with some residents’ vehicles apparently being damaged when driven through excavations.
A dressed finish can be delivered rapidly and offer a smoother surface than patched repairs.
But its ‘friable’ nature might generate comments when laid on town routes as it is more
commonly seen in rural areas. There has some correspondence regarding final touches being
applied to Burnshot bridge and resurfacing of Burnshot Road over the past couple of
months, after a delay caused by the coronavirus suspension in March. A low-key opening
was planned for Wednesday 29 July. We haven’t heard anything since, so presumably
everything ran smoothly.
3. Spaces for People and High Street – CEC sought suggestions for areas that might benefit
from temporary measures to promote public health and physical distancing, which ran to

the end of June. This initiative build on emergency measures introduced earlier in the
coronavirus outbreak and is in partnership with Sustrans, who would provide funding.
Arrangements for foot and vehicle traffic flow in Queensferry’s High Street are presently
being reviewed with the aim of allowing businesses to trade while maintaining a relatively
safe environment for exercise and essential journeys. At a meeting held between Keith,
Diane, Terry, Graeme, Neil and myself, we agreed a QDCC position that these aims are best
served by only allowing vehicles to travel from west to east and widening the pavements
using barriers locked into the road. The current situation presents an opportunity to revise
the High Street resurfacing plan, as this must now be delayed by at least a year and the
design may need to service a different type of town centre.
4. Car Parking – Following reports of anti-social behaviour, from 10 July until further notice CEC
will set up barriers at the Hawes car park after 10pm each evening. Anyone returning to
their vehicle after this time should be able to move and replace the barriers, however QDCC
has received some correspondence from people unhappy with this arrangement.
5. Public Transport – Bus and train companies have gradually re-introduced or increased
frequencies of most services over the past couple of months. A notable exception is
Lothian’s service 63, despite operating under subsidy from CEC to run at a minimum hourly
frequency. It seems unlikely that Lothian will return this to 40 minute intervals before the
contract transfers to First, which could be at the beginning of September. Although in
principle First’s service will be more frequent, extend to Balerno and offer cheaper
day/season tickets, public reticence towards some bus operators may adversely affect
patronage.
Grant Sangster Transport Sub-Committee Convenor 2 August 2020
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Cllr Lang & cllr Young
n/a
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Cllr Hutchison
n/a
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Cllr Work

n/a
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