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CORRESPONDENCE SECRETARY – MARCH REPORT 

1. The QDCC mailbox – both incoming and outgoing has once again been fairly busy in terms of volume 
since the last meeting in February  
Although most people tend to engage with QDCC through social media rather than direct contact via 

e-mail we do still receive some phone calls, which this month has included queries on Council House 

availability, Council Tax discounts, Spaces for People re High Street, a query about birth certificates 

and noise as a result from railworks on the Forth Bridge, 

No further updates have been received from CEC relating to continuation or otherwise of virtual 

meetings so we continue for the foreseeable future as before following Scottish Government 

guidance. 

Details on the scheme for community councils complaint procedure was also received from CEC, 

including notification of a complaint (Not about QDCC). 

Business continues using a combination of email, social media and MS Teams. 

Whilst it remains encouraging that local residents are keen to engage with QDCC, most 

communications tend to be complaints, issues with CEC service delivery and queries about local 

service provision.  

My thanks also go out once more to Diane for pursuing a number of planning matters on behalf of 

QDCC, Liz and Grant for the meeting minutes and to Graeme for organizing online meetings 

2. A few website enquiries have been received over the last period on a number of topics – including 
availability of cemetery plots, a query from a new group -Edinburgh Friends of Cemeteries Group 
and the Edinburgh Cemeteries Circle who are in the process of establishing a Friends of the South 
Queensferry Cemetery and the Vennel Kirk's burial ground, a photographer looking to speak with 
some local folks, the impact of the traffic changes in the High Street, Hawes Pier car park and 
renovation/cleaning works in Queensferry Harbour 
 

3. At the time of writing two notes of interest in attending the virtual Business meeting have also been 
received via this tool from local residents. 

 

No significant postal mail was received in the period since the last meeting  
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4. I attended an MS Teams meeting on 4th March with CALA to discuss latest situation with the 

Builyeon Road development. Details are to be found in the Planning Report 

5. I attended an MS Teams meeting with Rydens and Ambassador Homes on 17th March to hear an 

update on the Forthview development (Corus Motel Site). Details are to be found in the Planning 

Report 

6. On behalf of QDCC I continue to correspond with CEC officials, CEC Councillors, and   local residents 

on various community related matters. I continue to distribute information to office-bearers, 

members and/or portfolio conveners as appropriate.  

Terry Airlie 

Vice Chair & Correspondence Secretary – 20th March 2021 

 

 

 

Treasurer Report – March 2021  

Money in this month:  

None  

Money out this month:  

Zurich Municipal - Public Liability Insurance - £112.00  
Graeme McKinley - TSO Host Payment - £86.26 
 
Total CC Funds = £1297.69 

 

Community Facility Funding  

Clydesdale Bank  
- Cash Management Account - £18345.52  
- 95 Day Notice Account - (Feb interest £20.92) - £60630.97 

Nationwide Building Society - £85892.17  

Barclays Bank - £85000.00  

RBS - £85792.56  

Charity Bank - £60582.19  

Community Facility Funding Total = £ 396243.41 

Diane Job,  

QDCC Treasurer 
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QDCC continues to communicate with residents, authorities, stakeholders, developers and internally using 

various online tools: social media (Facebook & Twitter), QDCC website, email, messenger, MS Teams and 

Zoom; the monthly meetings via MS Teams are open to the public by request via our website, advertised on 

our website and social media channels. Subjects discussed through those channels are incorporated in to each 

relevant sub-committee’s reports. Anyone wishing to contact the community council on any matters please do 

so through our website  http://www.queensferrycommunitycouncil.co.uk/ , where all communication 

channels are explained.  

A QDCC article was published in the Mar/April edition of Spotlight Magazine which has been distributed 

through the local doors. Any community council content for future editions should be sent to Terry and myself.  

Anyone willing to or know of anyone willing to help with future distribution of this bi-monthly community 

magazine should contact Alistair@wordsandpicturesuk.com 

I attended an online meeting with the Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (EACC). Not all 

agenda items were reached but considerable time was spent on communications and engagement 

between CC’s and CEC officers. The Participation Request Form from combined Almond Ward CC’s 

was distributed beforehand. Paul Lawrence, who was in attendance, stated that he was very aware 

of the issues and a paper with proposals to address them is presently in discussion. EACC have 

formed a steering group to hold CEC to account that any such changes will actually deliver positive 

results. I have been invited by the chair of EACC to sit on that steering group. First meeting is 

scheduled for 1st April.        

Graeme McKinley, QDCC Communications  

 

 

 

 
 
Education/Recreation sub-committee. March 21. 
On 8th March Graeme McKinley and David Flint joined the Queensferry High School Parents Council 
meeting. The Head Teacher reported on the most recent plans for a gradual re-opening of the 
school. This information was also posted on Facebook.  
Crawford McGhie from Edinburgh City Council gave the meeting an up-date on the schools 
catchment and roles situation.  Considerable concern was expressed over the fact that QHS would 
be over capacity within the next 3- 4 years and it was unlikely that a new school would be in place by 
that time. 
 
I am pleased to report that some new equipment has been installed in the Inchcolm Park play area. 
 
David Flint 
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QDCC – Environmental Committee Report for March 2021 

Tesco Recycling facilities 

I have been in communication with Murray Black who has advised  that fly tipping and continued 

contamination of the contents of CEC managed recycling units is not solely a South Queensferry 

issue as the same problems are being encountered elsewhere e.g. the Silverknowes recycling site.  

Murray is of the opinion that the situation is not sustainable due to the resource and associated cost 

impacts. However before any decision is made to withdraw any CEC managed recycling units 

dialogue will be required with the 4 Ward Councillors serving the North West area as I understand 

they  would not supportive of  such a strategy before looking at some potential mitigating steps to 

address the fly tipping and contamination issues. So the next step is to initiate such a meeting.  

Sewage issue on the old railway line 

Norman Work received an update from Ryan McKeever, South Region Waste Water Network:  “With 

regards to the works at the old railway path, I am in the process of getting a temporary repair 

arranged as well as some further CCTV works to confirm a few things so that a more permanent 

solution can be progressed. I would expect my contractors to be on site within approximately the 

next two weeks.”  So pleasing to learn that some progress is being made with this protracted issue 

Car Disturbance Issues  

I have contacted our Community Police Officer Martin Crow to obtain an update on the car noise 

issues emanating from the Hawes promenade car park in the evenings and whether a further traffic 

order to close the car park in the evenings should be initiated if the problem continues unabated. I 

also had a brief discussion with a resident who lives near the Ferrymuir car park and was informed 

that the evening/late night car noise is still an issue. He is going to canvass the views of his 

neighbours to see what their experience are  before potentially setting up a further meeting with 

BEAR  and possibly Martin Crow.    

Friends of Ferry Glen and Back Braes 

Due to the relaxation of some outdoor COVID rules my volunteers will recommence activities this 

coming Monday. 

Planters and Tubs 

Michael Jump our local park ranger has responded positively about the possibility, budget 

permitting, of the Parks Dept. providing a mixture of perennials and annuals for all our tubs and 

planters (circa 70 in total) for this Summer. We also plan to replace the two dilapidated planters at 

the medical centre in time for Summer planting. 

The Cleanferry Environmental Group 

Individual volunteers are still doing their own litter picks and it is the intention to recommence the 

organised “litter blitzes” in May. The group are looking to expand their environmental tasks e.g. 

cutting back overgrown vegetation in areas of the town where the CEC task force team do not have 

sufficient resource to tackle this kind of work regularly. The next step will be to engage with Gary 

Hook who heads the task force teams to co-ordinate these activities.  



Neil McKinlay, Convenor, QDCC Environmental Committee                           21 March 2021 

  
 
 

 

 

Health and wellbeing report. March 2021 

COVID 19 vaccinations. 

By now clinically vulnerable people and those over 65 should have been offered their appointment. 

In this group if you have not been contacted please phone 0800 030 8013. 

There is now a special clinic to provide vaccine to those who have severe allergies to the 

constituents and this provides for administration in a hospital setting. Your GP can make this referral 

if needed. 

Pregnant women need to be assessed by an obstetric team. In early pregnancy please contact your 

midwife in the first instance. 

Royal Hospital for Sick Children move to their new home at 0800 on Tuesday 23rd March. This is 

alongside the Royal Infirmary at Little France. This is for young people under 16. 

Anne Mitchell, QDCC Health & Wellbeing  

 

 

 

Planning Report March 2021  

Applications 

During four week period twelve applications were received  

21/00518/FUL - Residential development comprising 16x flats with associated car and cycle parking, 
infrastructure and landscaping - Former Agilent Technologies Scotstoun Avenue 
21/00629/FUL - Single storey rear extension and a single storey side extension - 4 Stoneyflatts Park 
21/00670/FUL - Proposed replacement windows - 6 Station Road 
21/00555/FUL - Change of use of land from open space to private garden - 44 Echline Grove 
21/00903/ADV - Proposed Digital Screen - Forth Road Bridge Administration Centre A90 - Cramond 
Bridge To Forth Road Bridge South Queensferry 
21/00936/FUL - Single storey front extension - 37 Echline Grove 
21/00987/FUL - A two-storey side extension with a single- storey rear extension and a front porch - 
53 Echline Terrace 
21/01105/FUL - Form new extension to front and rear. Form new roof over existing first floor 
conservatory. Fit new cladding onto existing building. Replace all existing windows. Form new 
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external stairs to first floor terrace. Form new windows in bedroom 2, 5, en-suite and bathroom - 1 
Bankhead Grove 
 
Certificate of Lawfulness Existing 
 
21/00410/CLE - Alter the front window to form French doors to the garden - 38 Moubray Grove 
21/00759/CLE - Landscaped front garden. Use of land is remains incidental to the enjoyment of the 
existing dwelling house. Part mono block for pedestrian and vehicle access to house. Part raised bed 
of stone chips for garden use - Stirling’s Dairy 2 Brewery Close 
 
Certificate of Lawfulness Proposed 
 
21/00840/CLP - Proposed rear extension to form dining and family room  - 12 Packard Street 
21/00854/CLP - Install a twin telescope that consists of a standard height telescope for able bodied 
users, next to which is a lower telescope that can be used by mobility challenged individuals as well 
as children - Forth Road Bridge Administration Centre 
 
Decisions 
 
The planning authority made twelve decisions during the four week period 
 
21/00037/PA - Application for determination as to whether prior approval is required for installation 
of Monopole - Telecoms Apparatus 32 Metres North East Of 1 Ferrymuir Gait   - APPROVED 
21/00215/LBC - Remove existing concrete and fit new timber entrance steps with new handrail and 
balustrading - 7 Ashburnham Gardens - GRANTED 
21/00029/FUL - Single storey rear extension - 6 Ashburnham Loan - GRANTED 
21/05686/FUL - Erection of a 4-5 bed house with detached 2 car garage with new access from 
Dundas Home Farm - Land 20 Metres East Of The Old Dairy House Dundas Home Farm  - 
WITHDRAWN 
21/04998/FUL - Change of use from Class 4 (Business - Offices) to Class 11 (Assembly and Leisure - 
Small Indoor fitness and Martial Arts studio) with no internal or external alterations - BF 2 
Stoneycroft Road - GRANTED 
21/04897/LBC - Partial demolition, alteration and extension of an existing three-storey A-Listed 
building to form improved connection and access between the top two flatted dwellings - 21 East 
Terrace - WITHDRAWN 
20/04236/PNT - Removal and replacement of 3 No antennas, installation of 1 No. GPS node and 
associated ancillary works thereto orange mast Dalmeny - Proposed Telecoms Apparatus 150 Metres 
Southwest Of The Bungalow Easter Dalmeny - PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT 
21/00759/CLE - Landscaped front garden. Use of land is remains incidental to the enjoyment of the 
existing dwelling house. Part mono block for pedestrian and vehicle access to house. Part raised bed 
of stone chips for garden use - Stirling's Dairy 2 Brewery Close - GRANTED 
21/00410/CLE - Alter the front window to form French doors to the garden - 38 Moubray Grove - 
NOT DEVELOPMENT 
21/00195/FUL - Single Storey extension - 22 Echline Grove - GRANTED 
21/00156/FUL - Proposed front porch and first floor extension to form bedroom, dressing room and 
en-suite - 36 Atheling Grove - GRANTED  
21/00046/FUL - Alteration to existing flat, replacement of existing timber windows with new 
Rosewood UPVC double glazed windows, size and style identical to existing windows - Flat 5 19 Rose 
Lane - GRANTED 
 
 
 
Planning Matters  
 
Please be advised that during these unprecedented times planning officers 



are working from home for now. The public office at Waverley Court is closed and plans cannot be 
viewed, the help desk is also closed 
 
Dundas Children’s Play Park  
 
QDCC contacted Alan Grevers and we were advised that Dundas Play Park is on his to do list - there 
is no further update on sourcing the additional funding that is required and with COVID-19 affecting 
so many businesses I can’t see that sourcing funding from out with CEC is going to be easy. QDCC will 
keep an eye on this as we already have £25,000 in funding due to the High School build and we don’t 
want to lose this and we also want to see an upgrade of this park as was discussed with CEC reps 
over 2 years ago - NO FUTHER UPDATE 
 
Dalmeny Park 

21/00518/FUL | Residential development comprising 16x flats with associated car and cycle parking, 
infrastructure and landscaping. | Former Agilent Technologies Scotstoun Avenue South Queensferry. 

QDCC objected to this application for the following reasons -  

QDCC acknowledges the need for affordable housing in Queensferry but objects to this application 
because of the way the process was run, the lack of consultation by CEC and the lack of all round 
information to format a balanced opinion.  

Planning received 68 public comments with 64 objecting and 2 supporting. CEC Dev Management 
Sub-Committee will make the decision on this application. 

Scotstoun Avenue 

Scotstoun Ave - Section 75 - Resurfacing, Traffic Calming and Bus Stop Improvements 

No further update on when this will be progressed 

Springfield LDP Site  HSG1 
 
20/05023/FUL - Residential development and associated works including formation of vehicular and 
pedestrian access, suds, infrastructure provision and hard and soft landscaping - Land Bounded By 
M90, Springfield Lea, Place And Terrace And Bo'ness Road Echline 
 
After discussions with CEC Cala were asked to make a few changes to the original plan, this included 
affordable housing allocation, landscape changes, internal traffic calming, siting of city car club 
vehicles, reposition of cycle stores, reduction of car parking within the site and a suggestion of  
advanced speed warning sign on Bo’ness Road. The revised site layout can be viewed in the portal. 
 
It is hoped that this application will be on the agenda for the Dev Management sub-committee 
meeting on the 21st April. 
 
Builyeon Road Housing Development  
 
20/01797/PPP 
 
QDCC sub-planning committee met via Ms Teams with with Cala reps on March 4th to discuss the 
finalised Masterplan. 
 
Overview of the main changes from the last presentation, feedback from the public event and the 
presentation to the Urban design panel and discussions with the CEC planning department.  
  



Detailed technical design and quality audit undertaken for proposed civic street. Crossing points and 
cycle routes within the civic street analysed in detail.  

Review of access to existing cottages along Builyeon Road undertaken.  

Detailed review of acoustic requirements to southern boundary developed further 

Landscape design developed in detail to provide more context to overall design aspiration need to 
create a successful place 

Review of land uses, landscape treatment, active travel strategy  and building orientations at 
western gateway. 

The civic street will be traffic calmed. It is a standard road width and will have small section 
narrowing. Commercial space on the civic street will be ground floor accommodation with flats 
above. There will be no drop off or pickup spaces provided at the school. The building of the school 
will be in the 2nd phase but is hoped to be developed quickly. 

The commercial site at the west of the development will be for sale and won’t be developed by Cala.  

Cala will keep QDCC updated regarding this application and the submission to planning 

 
Ferrymuir Gait Development 
 
QDCC PSC had an Ms Teams meeting with Robert Evans from Ryden and Graeme Johnstone from 
Ambassador Homes for an update on the Forthview development. 
 
Enabling work well in advance and first foundations will be laid in the near future. 
Lots of interest in the site, show home to be ready August/ September  
Ferrymuir Gait Road access Ambassador will bring this up to adoptable standard and are in dialogue 
with CEC and Transport Scotland(Bear) 
Development has to connect to an adopted road so access still required via the Varney’s - 
investigating and dialogue continues with title/ land registers for land ownership issues with 
residents 
Ambassador wish to upgrade the Inchcolm playpark and will be in talks with CEC QDCC hopes to see 
this progress and offered our help if needed, QDCC had asked that the play park be upgraded in our 
comments on the application 
 
Ambassador have been given the three street names from CEC for the site : 
 
Ferrymuir Gait 
Henry Ross Place 
Hugh Russell Place  
 
The CEC street naming team have continued the existing street names into the development. This 
surprised me, I can see the logic(but no imagination) I had been hoping that some of the street 
names suggested by QDCC could have been used.  
 
South Scotstoun Development - Hawthorn Gardens 
 
Taylor Wimpey advised QDCC that they had received comments from residents about a rat 
disturbance that appears to have emanated from Hawthorn Gardens. They have taken the residents 
concerns seriously and have instructed a pest control company to install traps etc along the 
boundaries and on site, and place these on a regular maintenance schedule for as long as is 
necessary. 



 
Telecoms Masts 
 
21/00037/PA | Application for determination as to whether prior approval is required for installation 
of Monopole | Telecoms Apparatus 32 Metres North East Of 1 Ferrymuir Gait South Queensferry - 
this has been approved 
 
20/05809/FUL | Proposed MBNL 25.00m High FLI Tree Mast mounted on 5.50 x 5.50m reinforced 
concrete base and associated ancillary works. Land 405 Metres North West Of The Old Dairy House 
Dundas Home Farm South Queensferry - a decision is still to be made on this application by planning 
 
Diane Job 
QDCC Planning Convener 
 

 

 

 

 

Transport Report for March 2021 
  

 

1. Trunk Roads – For people interested in the arrangements for swapping traffic between the 
Queensferry Crossing and Forth Road Bridge there is a video from Bear on Youtube, linked 
here. Over the past few years Queensferry Crossing closure has only been necessary for 
expansion joint upgrades and falling ice. Another video linked here shows ice detection 
system which gathers information used in the closure decision process.  
 

2. Chapel Gate Parking – As per the February meeting action I wrote to the Spaces for People 
team to see if parking restrictions could be introduced on the former B9035 around the 
Chapel Gate entrance to Dalmeny Estate. The response was that the situation would be 
monitored following introduction of SfP on the High Street. While the locations don’t seem 
linked at all, complaints about Chapel Gate parking have disappeared since the High Street 
and A90 SfP measures were introduced on 8 March.  
 

 
3. Space for People Projects – CEC are seeking feedback from the public on SfP measures 

which were introduced during the pandemic as some may want to see them removed while 
others want them retained permanently. The survey runs until 5 April and is linked here. 
However the High St and A90 schemes ran much later than the other projects and are likely 
to be in place for a bit longer unless significant problems emerge. One or two people 
contacted QDCC asking about these SfP schemes and quite a lot of comments appeared on 
social media.  Graeme made a list of initial experience on the High St which I boiled down to 
three key points and fed back to CEC who said they would look at possible improvements. 
These were: 

 Westbound drivers seeing parked vehicles as normal west of the Hawes closure point ignore 
the road closed sign. Could alleviate using further physical barrier on the road at the 
Sealscraig no entry signs and/or moving official closure point 

 15 metre loading areas at the west end of the High Street are unclear. Not enough room for 
deliveries to Staghead Hotel without affecting Gote Lane junction 

 Need a few ‘businesses open as usual’ signs (once businesses are open) 
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4. City Mobility Plan – CEC approved their CMP towards the end of February, linked here. In 40 
policies it sets out preferred methods for delivery of goods & services in Edinburgh and how 
people travel. This CMP is likely to be far-reaching and is intended to affect other council 
plans, in particular City Plan 2030 (the next local development plan). While safety, economic 
growth and social inclusion are familiar considerations, a major new influence is the 
objective of becoming carbon neutral by 2030. The target is very aggressive and the 
associated lifestyle change is something many people in Queensferry will find 
uncomfortable, especially car users. 
 

5. Public Transport – No significant changes to local public transport this month, other than a 
single evening suspension of Lothian’s bus network due to anti-social behaviour. At a higher 
level, revisions in some decision-making control of trains and buses may be in the pipeline 
for later in the decade. The ScotRail franchise is due to change hands from Abellio to an 
arm’s length Scottish Government company or ‘operator of last resort’ from next March. In 
England there are further attempts to encourage council partnerships or route franchising 
rather than the fully deregulated system which can be quite unpopular with users. It might 
sway political thinking here too. 

 

Grant Sangster 

Transport Sub-Committee Convenor 

20 March 2021 

 

 

 

 
Queensferry & District Community Council – March 2021 

 
HAWES CAR PARK 
With the escalation of disruption at the car park, Louise spent an hour down at the pier observing 
behaviour of the ‘racers’ and arranged for the police to attend. We both wrote to the Chief 
Superintendent on the serious growing problem, and then met with Sarah Taylor, Chief Inspector. 
They have committed to an increased programme of nightly patrols and asked that residents report 
all cases so it can be monitored. We are due to meet with the Inspector next month to review the 
position. 
 
QUEENSFERRY / ECHLINE PRIMARY CATCHMENTS 
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The Council meeting in March approved the catchment boundary changes to the primary schools. 
The key issue raised by parents was around the Sibling guarantee and we secured a commitment 
from the Education Officials that this would be in place ongoing to allow for families with more than 
2 children and ensure they will be able to continue to attend together.   
 
HIGH STREET ONE – WAY 
Compared to other schemes in areas we represent, we’ve received little complaint about the one-
way system since it started – mostly just issues around non-compliance by a small number of drivers. 
We have seen the anticipated increase in traffic on Station Road which makes the long overdue 
speed table all the more pressing. 
 
JUST EAT CYCLES 
We were very disappointed to hear of the vandalism that had taken place at the cycle stands and to 
some of the bikes. We have been speaking with the Police about this, and patrols have been 
increased. They’re also trying to secure the mobile CCTV unit which is in high demand across the city. 
Unfortunately as this is private land we’re not able to look at installing CCTV from the Council.  
 
INCHCOLM PLAY PARK 
We were really pleased to secure a commitment to replace the broken play equipment at the park 
and this is due to be installed before the end of the month.  
 
EE PHONE MAST – NEW SITE 
We have continued to press Planning Officers for an update on the outstanding application as we’re 
very mindful that if a decision on this application is not made in a timely way, we could end up with 
another temporary mast being set up near residential properties. As of earlier today, it has been 
reallocated to a new Planning Officer so we’re just waiting on an update from them on the expected 
date to go to committee.  
 
CRAMOND/BARNTON BUS LANES 
We’ve had a lot of correspondence about the bus lane trial since the lane was painted. Although it’s 
only just going live, the road markings meant most drivers were treating it as enforceable. We know 
there are very mixed views on this – we are keen to help ensure the viability of the x43 bus service 
for the in the Ferry while balancing the challenges of those who need to take their car to work. There 
are mixed views on this – influenced by where people live, and we’re monitoring views and the 
impact on traffic. 
 
SPACES FOR PEOPLE CONSULTATION 
The deadline for submissions has been extended to 22nd April and we would encourage everyone 
who has a view on any of the programmes in place (in favour or against) to feed into that 
consultation.  
 

 

COVID-19 Response 

The council’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic continues to be analysed through update reports 
to the Policy and Sustainability committee, which has now returned to an 8 weekly cycle, and the 
associated recovery programme is discussed at a monthly all-party oversight group.  Meetings will 
continue to be held virtually until the end of the Council year in June and the Chief Executive has 
confirmed that there will be no staff back in offices before August at the earliest. 

Full Council 
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Full Council met virtually on Thursday 11th March. 

Full Council will meet again on Thursday 29th April at 10am.  This meetings will be webcast in the 
usual fashion. 

Hawes & Longcraig Pier Users Committee 

The Hawes & Longcraig Pier Users Committee has not met since the last meeting of QDCC. 

Almond Neighbourhood Network 

Following my update last month there has been no further progress on the scheduling of virtual 
neighbourhood network meetings, watch this space. 

Local Issues 

Primary School Catchments —   The recommendations of the Queensferry and Echline Primary 
School catchment review were approved unanimously at the Full Council meeting on March 11th. 

Queensferry Road Bus Lane -  Although not in the community council area, a number of residents 
have been in touch to complain about the new bus lane on the A90 and the resulting congestion. 

Dalmeny Park – Just East Bike Stand -  I am looking into issues of vandalism and anti-social 
behaviour around the Just Eat bike stand at Dalmeny Park.  I have spoken with the Police and will be 
meeting (virtually) with the Manager Just Eat bikes. 

Three Bridges Business Park -  Savills have been in touch to share revised plans for the proposed 
Three Bridges Business Park. 

Surgeries 

My surgeries are postponed indefinitely until the COVID-19 advice to Councillors on face to face 
meetings changes.  Constituents requiring assistance can contact me by 
email graham.hutchison@edinburgh.gov.uk or phone 0131 529 4354. 

Councillor Graham J. Hutchison  

 

 

 

Cllr Norman Work’s Report for March 2021 meeting 

Life belts; I was pleased to be informed that the correct type of life belts for Queensferry Harbour were 

delivered to Muir Kay. 

Queensferry Harbour Repairs; Renata Wilson from Structures & Flood Prevention sent a briefing 

outlining plans with regards to Queensferry Harbour. I noticed QDCC website has this briefing. 
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Burgh Chambers Flagpole; I enquired about the flagpole at the Burgh Chambers as a promise was made 

to replace the flagpole after several attempts to repair the pully system failed. 

Lighting; Received complaints about light failures in the Harbour & Binks area. I contacted the lighting 

team in the council to be these are being investigated. 

Spacers for People; I went down to have a look at the High-Street One-way system and witnessed a car 

ignoring the no entry signs. Some confusion from car drivers about cycles being able to go both ways 

despite signs informing it’s one way except for cycles.  

Bus lane; There were a lot of enquiries about new bus lane between Cramond Bridge & Barnton. 

Although the paint went down to define the bus lane a few weeks ago, the signage which would explain 

the hours of operation took a while to be installed which caused a lot of confusion as to whether the bus 

lane was 24/7 or operational at all. Confirmation the hours the bus lane will be Mon-Fri 07:30-09:30 and 

16:00-18:30. To make matters worse, because the work to install the bus lane, the foundations and poles 

are located on the footways and verges a safe working zone was required which coned off one lane to all 

traffic on Friday morning causing delays.  

Car enthusiasts; complaints again about anti-social behaviour from cars gathering on Hawes Pier. I’ve 

been in touch with the Police and the council to ask if the closure overnight of the Hawes Car Park area 

can be considered again as it was a success when closed overnight last summer. 

Scottish Water Update; Barriers and other signs have been moved from behind Recreation Centre. A 

further update about the works on the old railway path has been passed onto Neil McKinlay. 

Just eat cycles; complaints received about vandalism to the cycles and stances. I contacted Transport for 

Edinburgh for an update on the pilot scheme in Queensferry. I’ve copied below the response. 

Despite being extremely well received and well subscribed, the cycle scheme has been subjected to 

significant wanton vandalism and theft across all its infrastructure. The level of vandalism is putting the 

scheme in jeopardy. Hire points across the scheme, including Queensferry, are serviced at least once daily 

by our operations team, who replace damaged cycles with repaired and serviced ones. We have 

implemented measures to address this anti-social behaviour, including, but not solely, working closely 

with Police Scotland.  We are also in the process of removing all the snapped docking infrastructure. The 

damaged docks will not be replaced until an even more resilient version is procured. We are currently 

reviewing the provision of the scheme in South Queensferry, as well as the provision of cycle hire as a 

whole with City of Edinburgh Council, with the contract with our current Operator due for review in mid-

September 2021. 

Polling Station Review; After making further enquiries about the use of the Community Centre for a 

Polling Station, a meeting was arranged with the Rosebery Hall Management Committee, Facilities 

Management and the Election Team to go over how the buildings will be arranged for use as a polling 

station.  

Catchment Review; Outcome of the Statutory Consultation Process on the proposal to realign the 

catchment areas of Queensferry Primary School and Echline Primary School was formally approved at the 

Full Council meeting on 11th March 

Regards, 

Cllr Norman Work 



 

 

 

Other Documents 

Police Report 

Northwest Monthly Community Meeting Update 

FEBRUARY 2021 (Almond) 

 

Addressing violent crime 
All Serious Violent crime (incl. serious assault/robbery) is down 16.4% across NW 
compared to last year.  
 
Our Specialist units – the CID and the Violent Reduction Team investigate all instances of 
serious crime.    
 
Domestic Abuse crime is slightly up by 10.2% in NW despite concerns this may have 
shown greater increase during COVID-19 restriction period. There has been continued 
enforcement of domestic bail conditions during this period to protect vulnerable victims 
and an increase in perpetrators charged.  
 
Specialist officers from the Public Protection unit assist uniform officers with specialist 
advice and support for the victims. 

 

 

Reducing drug harm and targeting supply 
Drugs (supply, production and cultivation) – There is a continued focus on this area with 
the Proactive LAVRU unit are actively carrying out search warrants and disruption to 
target drug related crime following intelligence gathering and important Crimestoppers 
notifications from communities. 
 
If anyone has information from the Community please contact a police officer, attend a 
local police station, ring 101 or anonymously via Crimestoppers (online or by 0800 555 
111)       
 

 

Tackling housebreaking and acquisitive crime 
Housebreaking to domestic homes is down 46% on last year across NW and down 
42% in Almond ward. We have maintained focus on the minority of individuals committing 
housebreaking and there has been continued enforcement of bail curfews for offenders by 
local and specialist teams.  
 
Housebreaking non-dwellings (sheds/garage) has increased this year both in NW and 
across the city with a focus on stealing pedal bikes. Operation Agora is the citywide police 
operation aimed at tackling this and they continue to be successful in driving up detection 
rates and providing prevention information to our victims and the local Community. 
 
Theft of pedal cycles has increased in NW and across the city. Bikes continue to be 
recovered and reunited with their owner through bike register and we are hopeful of 



 

holding more events in the future when COVID restrictions ease.  
 
Theft of motor vehicles which includes theft of motorcycles is still down 14.6% across 
the city this year to date. 
 
Recently there have been a number of thefts of motor vehicles due to the owners leaving 
these unattended with keys in the ignition when defrosting. Crime prevention advice has 
been passed out on social media.    

 

 

Dealing with disorder and antisocial behaviour 
Antisocial behaviour incidents have increased and can be attributed to the COVID-19 
protocols. Calls in this category include concerns about young people gathering, reports of 
neighbours not adhering to social distancing and noise/party calls.  
 
We have witnessed an increase in incidents where buses are being targeted especially in 
and around the Pennywell Road area. However this trend has been replicated throughout 
the City and Operation Proust has been set up to combat this over the next few weeks. 
Officers will be deployed in hotspot areas and will work in tandem with LRT to identify 
those persons responsible.  
 
There have been some recent reports of reckless behaviour around the tram track and 
officers have recently been working in that area with partners to combat this. 
 
The incident at Coniflox Adventure Park was distressing for the owners and the local 
community. After a thorough investigation 9 young people have been charged. Thanks 
goes to the local community for the support that was provided to the business and the 
investigation.     
 
Hate crime in NW is down 0.6% on last year to date, with an increase of 8.2% offenders 
charged for offences. We work with our PIP (Preventions, Interventions and Partnerships) 
Team and School Link officers to support our victims, provide education within the 
community and identify perpetrators. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Making our roads safe 
Road safety stats - The number of people seriously injured on roads in NW is still down 
42% on last year and the number slightly injured is down 63%.  
 
Officers continue to work in conjunction with Roads Policing to patrol our area, educating 
drivers and enforcing when necessary.     

 

 

Other e.g. Events/initiatives/local ward updates or national campaigns  
 
Road Safety 
High Visibility patrols have been conducted throughout the area in an effort to deter 



 

drivers committing any driving offences, in particular speeding in built up areas. 
 
Police continue to monitor parking at Cramond Glebe Road following complaints regarding 
to a build-up of vehicles parking in the area.  
 
ASB 
 
High Visibility patrols continue throughout relevant ‘hotspots’ across the Davidsons 
Mains/Silverknowes area, including the Lauriston Estate and Davidsons Mains Public 
Park. At this time, reports of general anti-social behaviour remain low.  
 
Further High visibility patrols and visits to local shops at Scotstoun, SQ have been 
conducted to reduce ASB in this and surrounding area. Local officers have attended and 
patrolled Port Edgar Marina in response to youth ASB in the last month. 
 
Hawes Per Car Park – Prior to the new lay out starting contact with made with Road 
Management, Police Scotland and CEC regarding the issues that started again in 
February. Since this time high visibility patrols from local officers and road policing have 
taken place with engagement with the owners/drivers of the vehicles. With the new road 
lay out in place patrols will continue with the situation being monitored. 
 
 

 

 

Contact Us: 
 
Email (for all ward areas): EdinburghCPTNorthWest@scotland.pnn.police.uk  
Email address is not monitored 24/7 or for reporting crime or ongoing incidents. These 
should be reported by calling 101 (non-emergency) or 999 (emergency). 
 
Twitter: @EdinPolNW Facebook: https://en-gb.facebook.com/EdinburghPoliceDivision 

 

 

 

 

Agenda 

 

 

        QDCC March Business Meeting 

Monday 22nd March 2021 at 7.30pm 

                                                           (Virtual Meeting) 

mailto:EdinburghCPTNorthWest@scotland.pnn.police.uk
https://en-gb.facebook.com/EdinburghPoliceDivision


 

 

 

1. QDCC Chairman’s Welcome & Protocols 

 

 
       2.  Apologies 
 

3.  Police Report 

 

4.  Minutes from the last meeting (February 2021) 

 

5.  Any Matters Arising 

 

       6.  Chair’s Report 
 

       7.  Almond Ward Councillor Reports 

 

       8.  Treasurer’s Report 
 

       9.  Secretary’s Report 
 

       10. Spaces for People 
 

       11.  QDCC Sub Committees Reports 
 

          12.  CEC/QDCC Business updates  
 

 13. Any Other Business 

 

        14. Questions from the floor 
 

           15. Date and time of next meeting 
 

 

 

Terry Airlie- Vice Chair & Correspondence Secretary 

 

15th March 2021 

 

 

Previous Minutes (Feb 2021 DRAFT) 

QUEENSFERRY and DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Monthly Business Meeting 



 

Monday 22 February 2021 at 7.30pm 

MS Teams – Virtual Meeting 

DRAFT MINUTES 

 

Present: Terry Airlie (Vice-Chair), Diane Job (Treasurer), Grant Sangster, Graeme McKinley, David Flint, 

Neil McKinlay, Anne Mitchell, Andy Malarky, Muir Kay (QBC), David Learmond (QHT), Gillian Smith 

(QCCC), Laura Sexton, Liz Holmes (Minute Secretary), Cllr Graham Hutchison, Cllr Kevin Lang, Cllr Norman 

Work, Michelle Gordon (QHS), 1 local resident, 1 guest.  

 

1. QDCC Chairman’s 

Welcome  

With the Chair submitting continued apologies due to illness, the Vice-Chair 

opened the meeting and welcomed all members, residents and guest speaker 

to the online meeting via MS Teams.  The Committee expressed their best 

wishes to the Chair and his family for a speedy recovery.  In addition to 

members, meeting links are available to the public on request and one local 

resident was also attending. 

He noted the recent bad weather which had raised queries on empty grit bins 

and responsibilities for refilling.  Other matters of interest since the last 

meeting included telecoms masts and phone boxes.  The increase in planning 

activity had continued across Queensferry with various developments 

proposed or in train.  Diane was thanked for her work on handling these. 

The Committee also congratulated Anne on the Community Award nomination 

for her work with Ferry Elves.  This is a monthly award sponsored by Westfield 

Veterinary Clinic, and would be covered in the local press. 

 

  

1(b) Adoption of 

Minute Secretary  

Following last month’s meeting Terry advised that Liz Holmes had agreed to 

take on the vacant Minute Secretary role.  This required formal adoption, the 

nomination was proposed by Terry and seconded by David F. 

  

2. Apologies Keith Giblett (Chair), Martin Crow (Police), Cllr Louise Young, Jenni Meldrum 

(interim rep for town centre businesses)   

  

3. Police Report The Police Report was circulated before the meeting. With no police 

attendance, any questions could be fed back via Terry for follow up.  The 

Committee had previously commented on the revised format which it was 

understood had been adopted across the whole Almond area making it 

difficult to see activity specific to Queensferry.  It was suggested that going 

forward Martin could perhaps highlight any specific instances separately for 

the Committee’s attention.  Terry advised that this month the comments 

provided were on continued handling of current social restrictions; no 

identification of person(s) responsible for tyre slashing in December; 

reopening of the Hawes car park; and resident complaints about speeding on 

Scotstoun Avenue.   



 

  

4. Guest Speaker Terry introduced Karen Stewart and invited her to provide an overview of her 

role as Forth Bridges Tourism Strategy Manager.  Karen advised that she had 

only been in post a few weeks and was looking forward to establishing 

working relationships with relevant local bodies as and when current 

restrictions allow.  Regarding the status of current larger projects she noted:  

Tourism Signage Strategy – recommendations made on upgrading, replacing or 

providing new signs but need funding. 

Transport Scotland, Contact Education Centre - cantilever chairs are waiting to 

be installed, telescopes to be provided, including one suitable for children and 

wheelchair users.   

Forth Bridge Experience – planning approved by CEC, currently evaluating 

tenders for work involved. 

Cruise Forth & North Queensferry CC – meetings scheduled.  NQCC planned 

for 2 weeks’ time. 

 

Speaking on behalf of QHT David L welcomed her appointment and invited her 

to meet to go over the background and work carried out on signage.   

Terry agreed to facilitate this.  He thanked Karen for joining the meeting and 

that the Committee would be in touch further as required.  

ACTION: Terry to set up meeting Karen Stewart (FBTS Manager) with QHT. 

  

5. Minutes from Last 

Meeting (Jan 21) 

Terry thanked Grant for preparing the January minutes.  No amendments were 

requested, minutes proposed by Anne and seconded by Diane. 

  

6. Matters Arising OUTSTANDING ACTIONS 

 

MAY 2019 

Harbour Wall: New information recently came to light with the appointment 

of a project manager (Stephen Knox). He had been put in contact with Muir 

and QDCC for liaison purposes. Work due to start April 21, brought forward to 

March.  ACTION CONTINUES 

 

JANUARY 2020 

Forest Nurseries: Some concerns were raised by Cllr Hutchison regarding road 

access to the site at Dundas, which passes near some residences.  No further 

action meantime.  Propose closing and bring back to Agenda at later date.  

ACTION CLOSED 

 

FEBRUARY 2020 

Museum: Action for QDCC to re-engage with CEC Museum Dept.  No further 

action meantime.  Propose closing and bring back to Agenda at later date.  

ACTION CLOSED 

 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

Leisure Facilities: A new timetable issued in November 2020, but then quickly 

withdrawn due to further coronavirus restrictions.  ACTION CONTINUES 



 

 

OCTOBER 2020 

Development Management Sub-Committee (DMSC): Ongoing dissatisfaction 

on the questionable basis for making decisions at CEC. Investigate formation of 

a community forum. The purpose of such a forum being to act as an 

engagement vehicle. No movement, Terry to re-engage.  ACTION CONTINUES 

 

 JANUARY 2021 

Police Report:  Terry to speak to Martin regarding potential for improvement 

of the report format and content.  Covered under Agenda Item 3.  ACTION 

CLOSED 

 

Development Trust for Queensferry: Terry to arrange a meeting to see what 

direction this could take next, particularly relating to Queensferry’s community 

facility existing ‘seed fund’.  To liaise with Keith and bring back to Committee.  

ACTION CONTINUES 

 

Antisocial Behaviour (ASB):  Norman to make enquiries on whether either CEC 

or a development trust could invest in CCTV coverage to monitor activities 

outside shops and residences around Scotstoun Grove.  Included under 

Agenda Item 8, Cllr Work report.  Likely that CEC may say that responsibility 

for CCTV lies with the Shopping Centre, but potential for CCTV at the recycling 

facilities being looked at.  ACTION CONTINUES 

 

Terry to follow up Scotstoun Grove ASB events with the police reps.  

Information passed on, including previously reported ASB activity in the 

Ashburnham area.  Awaiting feedback.  ACTION CONTINUES   

 

Road & Pavement Adoption – Dalmeny Park: Norman and Graham to clarify 

adoption status of Dalmeny Park streets, perhaps with the aid of a map. A 

timescale for adoption by CEC, if applicable, would be desirable.  Included 

under Agenda Item 8 Cllr Reports.  Understanding is that developers should 

approach CEC and apply for adoption.  Has to be an adoptable standard, can 

be problems with new materials used, eg monobloc.  No fixed timescale, can 

be 3-4 years from completion of final property.  Graham awaiting response re 

Dalmeny Park on whether adoption applied for or not.  If not QDCC to consider 

formally contacting developers to pursue.  ACTION CONTINUES     

 

QDCC Minute Secretary Role:  Terry to pass on further information regarding 

duties of the minute secretary to the volunteer.  Covered under Agenda Item 

1(b).  ACTION CLOSED 

 

Health & Wellbeing Report – Ferry Elves:  Everyone should think about what 

to do with the money left over from Ferry Elves in 2020 and pass ideas back to 

Anne. Also consider if Ferry Elves should continue next Christmas as the 

virus may still have an impact.  Note some of the excess funds have been 

provided to charity and to help local families in need.  Committee agreed that 



 

the balance should also be used now.  Discussed position next Christmas and 

agreed continue for one more year re Covid given impact on whole of society.  

Beyond that look to the Community Development Trust as the owner to bring 

in additional funding and act on responsibilities for this area.  ACTION CLOSED 

 

Communication Report – Binks Parking:  Kevin to clarify the emerging 

opportunity to increase car parking capacity at the Binks which had generated 

alarm amongst local residents.  Proposal withdrawn.  ACTION CLOSED 

 

QBC - Harbour Lifebuoys:  Norman to expedite replacement harbour lifebuoys 

with CEC (possibly Brian Paton).  Wrong lifebuoys were delivered, returned 

and reordered correct size.   Expected Wed 24 Feb, to be fitted Thurs 25 Feb.  

Seeking assistance from Ward Councillors if further problems.  Confirm 

position at next meeting.  ACTION CONTINUES 

  

7. Chair’s Report No report this month 

  

8. Councillors’ 

Reports 

Cllr Graham Hutchison – report circulated before the meeting.  Nothing to add. 

Cllrs Lang & Young – report circulated before the meeting. Nothing to add. 

Cllr Work – report circulated before the meeting. Nothing to add. 

 

Terry asked about the temporary Builyeon Road phone mast which had now 

been removed, and what were the next steps.  Kevin noted that an application 

for a permanent mast on Dundas estate had been submitted, with a back up 

location at the Shell garage if the Dundas site was not approved.  Diane added 

that QDCC had not been approached about the temporary mast.   

 

David L asked for views on the High Street redesign work.  Concern noted on 

the fluid nature of the funding.  This could lead to moving away from the 

original project purpose and to potential delays.   

  

9. Treasurer’s Report Report circulated before the meeting.  Noted a quiet month with no 

expenditure. 

  

10. Secretary’s 

Report 

Report circulated before the meeting.  Nothing to add. 

  

11. QDCC 

Subcommittees 

 

 

Queensferry High School (QHS) 

Michelle reported continuing with remote learning, using a unique model, 

keeping to the timetable.  Some seniors were back that day, those needing 

practical work.  This accounted for 8% of pupils and 79 were in.  Phased 

approach with more expected tomorrow and then on 15 March for those 

needing SQA assessments and results.  Keeping to social distancing with 2m 

apart.  Staff to do lateral flow tests twice a week, and encouraging senior 

pupils to also be tested.  Some were finding it difficult to master the 

technique.  Anne offered a quick tip to help with this. 



 

 

Planning & Housing  

Report circulated before the meeting.  Items highlighted included - 

Phone Masts – written to Planner about siting at Dundas, back up at Shell 

garage noted.  Will require mast to be somewhere near A90 corridor for 

emergency services. 

Dalmeny Park – proposal to replace the commercial site with 16 affordable 

flats.  Number of objections raised, on the revised height and reduced parking 

space allocation.  Diane again noted that QDCC not informed.   

 

Wider issue on whether mixed use/commercial is viable on future 

developments and if not, then outcome could be more houses.  QDCC to 

consider further on the implications going forward re the Builyeon Road site 

for example.  Need for more local affordable homes recognised, and that 2 

current developments are providing a 25% allocation within their plans.   

 

  Transport  

  Report circulated before the meeting.  Nothing to add. 

 

Graeme notified the Committee that the Queensferry Crossing Evaluation 

Report is now on the website. 

 

Neil commented on the significant number of parked cars from Hawes Brae up 

to and then also along from Chapel Gate to Dalmeny Main Street the previous 

weekend.  It was accepted the sunny and milder weather would have 

contributed to this but it proved difficult for pedestrians and cyclists at some 

pinch points, as well as buses heading to/from Dalmeny, and could be a road 

safety issue.  Noted also been a problem in other parts of the City, with 

restrictions introduced at the Pentlands for example.  Agreed to keep under 

review, and consider raising via Spaces for People. 

ACTION:  Grant to take up with CEC. 

 

Environment 

Report circulated before the meeting.  Anne highlighted a potential safety 

issue at Echline roundabout.  The crash barriers near the Shell garage are 

damaged, the barrier sections are missing leaving the metal posts exposed.  

Neil to check further.   

ACTION:  Neil to check damaged crash barriers at Shell garage side of Echline 

roundabout. 

 

Neil also updated the Committee on additional work by Cleanferry broadening 

their coverage to include verges.   

 

Queensferry Heritage Trust (QHT) 

David L reported that QHT had held an on-line virtual talk, which was very 

successful, and plan to do more.  

 



 

Queensferry Boat Club (QBC)  

Muir asked who grants permission for commemorative seats at the Harbour.  

Someone had been seen measuring up for one recently.   

ACTION:  Terry to check with CEC on permissions for new benches at the 

Harbour and let Muir know. 

 

Muir also asked for CEC contact details for CCTV at the Harbour. 

ACTION:  Norman to forward CEC contact details re CCTV at Harbour to Muir. 

 

Health & Wellbeing 

Report circulated before the meeting. Nothing further to add.   

 

Queensferry Churches Care in the Community (QCCC) 

Gillian reported that QCCC carrying on as best can during lockdown.  Staff 

tested and vaccinated.  Planning to open and bring people back to the Haven 

in July, using a blended approach. 

 

Education & Recreation 

Report circulated before the meeting.  Nothing to add. 

 

Communication 

Report circulated before the meeting.  Nothing to add. 

  

12. CEC/QDCC 

Business updates 

Nothing to report. 

  

13. AOB As discussed at the previous meeting David L reminded the Committee that 

QHT was asked to contact the Queen’s and Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer 

(QLTR) regarding the sale of land at the Sealscraig.  Not heard back yet.  Grant 

asked if QHT were looking to identify any other areas of land under similar 

risk.  David L waiting for QLTR response before pursuing further. 

  

14. Questions from 

the floor 

No questions raised. 

  

15. Date and time of 

next meeting 

Monday 22 March 2021 at 7.30pm. 
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