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“Welcome to this Queensferry & District community council
monthly reports newsletter. Please browse by scrolling
through or use the menu to the left to select a specific report
or document. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and our
website for more information and latest updates.”
Thank you

Chair’s Report  Keith Giblett
th

Chairman’s report for 24 May 21 Business
Meeting
Meetings Attended representing QDCC:

Scotstoun House - Arup development
meeting
As reported by the Planning Convener, I along
with the members of the PSC attended a
meeting with AWA Architects and their
appointed consultants. I was surprised that
they struggled to provide a business reason
for Arup moving from Queensferry to George
Street Edinburgh. Maybe Arup’s appointed
representatives attending the meeting on
Monday evening will come better prepared.

Three Bridges Business Park
Following receipt of a proposed plan for
developing the land on the boundary of the
west approach roads to the Queensferry
Crossing I have learnt that the plan has been
promoted by Savills a Mr Adam Henry who
comments in his reply to me; “The proposed
drawing is merely a suggestion at this stage,
with further refinement needed ahead of the
next stage of City Plan 2030. The site has
been identified as a good location for
distribution warehousing given its proximity to
the trunk road network. Should the land
eventually be allocated by the Council, the
community council would of course be
consulted as a key stakeholder in any
subsequent planning application” I asked who
the stakeholders are that Savills has consulted with
but to date have not received a reply. The land to
the south is owned by the Bowlby family. The land
to the North is not listed in the land registry.
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Active Travel Routes in Queensferry
As reported in the Transport Convenors
report I attended the meeting with Atkins
Global to discuss active travel routes. At the
same time the value of open space was
spoken about. I’m optimistic that The City of
Edinburgh Council Planning departments’
negative approach to the take by some home
owners of small pockets of open space might
be addressed. I’m grateful to Derek Lawson
for making QDCC aware that CEC had
appointed Atkins Global for carrying out this
active travel assessment.
Forth Bridge World Heritage Meeting
Along with Graeme I attended the May Forth
Bridge World Heritage MC (FBWHMC)
meeting. Points of interest to Community
Councillors is that a collections Sub group has
been formed to track Forth Bridge artefacts
not to store them but have an up to date list
of said artefacts held by organisations,
businesses and individuals. That there is no
funding for the signage strategy and that the
stakeholder groups are looking at a phased
funding approach from the funds held by
Forth Bridges Forum Group. That the Forth
Bridge Walking Experience timeline is to be
extended primarily in line the recovery of the
economy from the impacts from Covid.
Meeting with Museums and Galleries Senior
Curator
Graeme and I met with Gillian Findlay the
newly appointed curator of Museums and
Galleries. It was a very positive meeting with
agreement that a museums officer would be
appointed to join the FBWNMC Collections
Group. We also picked up on the business that
was being discussed with QDCC prior to
lockdown about the role for local interest
groups, QHT and QHG in delivering the
services of a local museum to our residents
and visitors. Gillian will be discussing the
points raised with the CEC Senior
Management team and revert to QDCC.

General Correspondence etc.
Almond Neighbourhood Network Meeting
(ANNM)
I chaired the second Almond Neighbourhood
Network meeting held on the 12th May.
Councillors Young and Work attended.
For a second meeting it was well attended. At
the previous meeting there had been interest
in agreeing on a focus on one or more
important priorities. It was agreed Health &
Wellbeing /Social Isolation should be tackled
as lockdown had exacerbated these issues to
local people of all ages.
Members sought explanations for the modus
operandi of Neighbourhood Networks, their
membership and how they link in to the Local
Community Planning Partnership. The Roads
and Footpaths NEP Projects were tabled and
discussed and questions were asked about the
Capital Roads & Maintenance Plans. The next
meeting (a virtual Teams meeting) is planned
for 16th June at 6pm

I have supported the Secretary and Convenors
in providing information and assistance with a
number of website queries and
communications.
Spaces for People High Street works, I have
passed on feedback I have received about the
High Street Spaces for People changes to the
Transport Convenor for collation.
I have spoken with Cala Mr Derek Lawson
about the Springfield Development that was
presented to committee last week.
Following the Neighbourhood Network
meeting I walked the Walker Drive Locality
with the Environmental Committee Convenor
to look over the improvement works carried
out by removing the old garage lock-ups
checking if any further works are needed that
would been grant funding.
Keith Giblett, Chair QDCC

Secretary’s Report  Terry Airlie
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CORRESPONDENCE SECRETARY – MAY REPORT

1.

The QDCC mailbox – both incoming and outgoing communication has picked up considerably in
terms of volume since the last meeting in April
Although most people continue to engage with QDCC through social media rather than direct
contact via e-mail, we have once again received a large number of phone calls, which this month has
included queries on Council house /affordable home availability, Spaces for People re the High
Street, Payment of and registration process for Council Tax, the ability to register for garden waste
pick ups, speeding traffic on Station Road/Rosshill Terrace, a number of general planning
development queries, questions on recent local power cuts/power surges, late night car noise across
the town and instances of school children egging residential properties.
No further updates have been received from CEC relating to continuation or otherwise of virtual
meetings so we continue for the foreseeable future as before following Scottish Government
guidance. I have reached out to CEC for further information and await a response.
I have received an update from CEC re the 2021 AGM and this will be held in conjunction with the
June Business Meeting on Monday 28th June.

I have once again also followed up on the matter of the North West Edinburgh High School and the
projections for capacity at Queensferry High School and finally received an acknowledgement from
CEC.
The lack of a reply on this (3 mails on the same topic) and to a number of other queries is
symptomatic of a widespread issue within CEC in terms of blocking of emails, a general lack of
responsiveness and a poor level of service to stakeholders. I have raised this matter with the Almond
Ward Councillors.
Business continues using a combination of email, social media and MS Teams.Whilst it remains
encouraging that local residents are keen to engage with QDCC, most communications tend to be
complaints, issues with CEC service delivery and queries about local service provision.
My thanks also go out once more to Diane for pursuing a number of planning matters on behalf of
QDCC and for the annual accounts, Liz and Grant for the meeting minutes, Graeme for organizing
online meetings and to David L for setting up the MS teams call for the May Business Meeting.
2.

A number of website enquiries have been received over the last period on a number of topics and
these have been circulated accordingly and dealt with. My thanks to those who have helped deal
with these. One particular incident of note involved a nasty accident when an elderly person slipped
and fell on the slipway adjacent to Queensferry Harbour behind The Stag Hotel. Enquiries as to
ownership of the slipway are ongoing.

3.

At the time of writing two notes of interest in attending the virtual Business meeting have also been
received via this tool from local residents.
No significant postal mail was received in the period since the last meeting

4.

A considerable amount of time has been spent over the last two weeks dealing with a complaint
from a member of the public against an elected QDCC Community Councillor. At the time of writing
the situation remains unresolved. I have been in regular contact with the complainant, CEC
governance and QDCC Executive members to work through this delicate matter.

5.

I attended a meeting with Avison Young & AMA NewTown on the proposed development of
Scotstoun House (Arup). Details in the Planning report. There will be a presentation to all at QDCC
during the upcoming Business Meeting.

6.

I attended a meeting with Atkins Global facilitated through Derek Lawson from CALA Homes to hear
plans on a project for Active Travel across the town. Details in the Transport Report

7.

I attended a meeting – a home visit – with a resident of South Scotstoun who has concerns that the
Taylor Wimpey housebuilds adjacent to her property (north facing) are deviating from the approved
planning permission. I have written to both CEC Planning and Taylor Wimpey for further information.

8.

I had arranged for a meeting with Chief Inspector Sarah Taylor and her team, but due to illness this
was cancelled on the day of the meeting. I have requested alternative dates as local police cover and
a number of other matters remains a concern for QDCC moving forward.

9.

On behalf of QDCC I continue to correspond with CEC officials, CEC Councillors, and local residents
on various community related matters. I continue to distribute information to office-bearers,
members and/or portfolio conveners as appropriate.
Can I please remind all members to include me in the circulation of any email chains involving QDCC
business.
Terry Airlie, Vice Chair & Correspondence Secretary – 22nd May 2021

Treasurer’s Report

 Diane Job
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Treasurer Report – May 2021
Money in this month:
None
Money out this month:
None

Total CC Funds = £1297.69

Community Facility Funding
Clydesdale Bank
- Cash Management Account - £18345.97
- 95 Day Notice Account - April interest £ 21.19 - £60675.33
Nationwide Building Society - Yearly interest to 31st March £187.43 - £86079.60 This will be included
in our 2020-2021 accounts
Barclays Bank - £85000.00
RBS - £85813.72
Charity Bank - £60582.19
Community Facility Funding Total = £396496.81
Diane Job, QDCC Treasurer

Communications  Graeme McKinley
Online Communication Channels
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Community Engagement
QDCC continues to communicate with
residents, authorities, stakeholders,
developers and internally using various online
tools: social media (Facebook & Twitter),
QDCC website, email, messenger, MS Teams
and Zoom; the monthly meetings via MS
Teams are open to the public by request via
our website, advertised on our website and
social media channels. Subjects discussed
through those channels are incorporated in to
each relevant sub-committee’s reports.
Anyone wishing to contact the community
council on any matters please do so through
our website
http://www.queensferrycommunitycouncil.co
.uk/ , where all communication channels are
explained.
Spotlight Magazine
A QDCC article was published in the May/June
edition of Spotlight Magazine which has been
distributed through the local doors. Thanks to
Muir Kay for contributing material on
Queensferry Harbour. Any community council
content for future editions should be sent to
Terry and myself. Anyone willing to or know
of anyone willing to help with future
distribution of this bi-monthly community
magazine should contact
Alistair@wordsandpicturesuk.com
CEC Engagement
The third Almond Neighbourhood Network
meeting was held on 12th May and Keith was
elected chair. The views and expectations of

Education  David Flint

the collective CC’s and EACC on CEC
engagement are aligned and will be presented
to the Edinburgh Partnership early June.
ShopHereThisYear
The prize draw for the Queensferry focus
week on This Is Edinburgh ran for the week up
until Sun 25th April. This is a marketing
initiative by CEC to help kick start local
economies throughout the city. The
response by way of entries to the competition
for Queensferry was far beyond expectations
and the winners have been chosen and
notified. Thanks to Karen Stewart for her
support with this and to those local
businesses that engaged and donated great
prizes to showcase Queensferry.
QHS Community Facilities
Community access hours have been extended
to include Fri/Sat, swimming and fitness
classes appear to be very popular, the gym
not so much yet. Equipment was transferred
from the previous gym, new equipment is
hoped for in October. The local Edinburgh
Leisure manager is interested to hear from
the community gym goers what equipment
they would like to see.
Youth Engagement
CEC Lifelong Learning are looking to restart
street work engaging with our young
community to establish needs and desires.
Currently awaiting authorisation to conduct
work early Friday and Saturday evenings.
Graeme McKinley, QDCC Communications
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Education/Recreation sub-committee. May 21.
On 10th May, together with Graeme McKinley and Anne Mitchell, I joined the CAP (Community
Alcohol Partnership) teams meeting. This was a very informative and positive meeting. Alan
Simpson (chair) has produced comprehensive notes from the meeting and a draft action plan. Alan is

happy for me to forward copies of these documents to any community councillor who wishes to
read them. Next meetings: 5th July, 4th September, 6th December.
On 19th May I joined the ‘Team around the cluster’ meeting. Lucy Henderson, Head Teacher at
Kirkliston Primary School, is standing down as chairperson and her place has been taken by Michelle
Gordon, DHT at QHS. Much of the discussion followed a survey into communication methods to be
used. Other topics included transition problems, residential trips and outdoor visits. Many activities
are making a new start but within the Covid guidelines. Next meeting: 8th September.
Recently I visited the Forest Kindergarten, (informally). It was a hive of activity, highly organised and
the kids seemed to be fully engaged and enjoying themselves – brilliant.
I have been making enquiries regarding the re-opening of the library and community centres and
there is still no positive information.
I would also like to report that the Echline Woodland volunteers are planning to start maintenance
work again on Saturday 29th May.
David Flint
23/05/2021

Environment  Neil McKinlay
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QDCC – Environmental Committee Report for May 2021
Community Waste Management Issues
We are still attempting to organise a meeting
between Murray Black (CEC) and our Ward
Councillors to discuss the way forward with
the recycling facilities at the Tesco site.
We have received a copy of the CEC waste
management strategic policies/plans to
ascertain if they plan to introduce more
effective waste management litter bins as was
suggested by a local resident. I will report the
outcome at the next QDCC meeting once I
have fully reviewed the document.
The request to replace the litter bin near the
Boathouse restaurant steps with a larger
capacity receptacle has been implemented.
A range of issues relating to the waste
management units at the “Top Shops” has
been received from a local resident. This was
raised with Murray Black who has clarified
ownership of the various waste/recycling

units. This matter will require further
investigation.
Car Disturbance Issues
Ferrymuir Lane car park: Due to the
indisposition of PC Martin Crow we are unsure
if he managed to distribute the awareness
leaflet requesting drivers to be more
considerate in terms of the noise issues being
experienced by residents particularly at
weekends. We are currently seeking
clarification on this matter with the police
force and have asked for the traffic police to
fulfil this action if there is any doubt if this
was achieved by Martin before he went of sick
leave. We also wish Martin a speedy recovery.
Hawes promenade car park: I will be
interested to hear of developments with the
mitigation of this issue from our LibDem Ward
Councillors who are monitoring the situation.

Friends of Ferry Glen and Back Braes

Queensferry Cemetery

I organised working parties over the past few
weeks who have renovated the 2 large
rose/shrub beds in the Station Road car park
and a layer of wood chips will be laid on
Monday the 24th May to act as a weed
suppressant.

A local resident has complained via social
media about the poor maintenance i.e.
Inadequate grass cutting at the town
cemetery. We have suggested he contact Neill
Walker who is setting up a “Friends” group
who we believe amongst other aims plan to
ensure both the Vennel and main Queensferry
cemetery grounds are kept in good order.

We will now look at the grass/border areas
outside the flats at foot of the Loan to see
what remedial work can be implemented
there as it is in a very poor state of weeds and
overgrown rose bushes. Being “front and
centre” in the town it does not create a
favourable impression for visitors and
residents alike. The flats are mostly owned by
private landlords I understand so CEC do not
take full responsibly for maintenance of the
grass and border areas although they cut the
grass area occasionally.
Cleanferry group
The Cleanferry environmental group have
agreed with Gary Hook the senior CEC ground
maintenance manager the areas of the town
where they can help his team with the cutting
back of overgrown vegetation and the like.
Environmental Workshops
Some of my Friends of Ferry Glen volunteers
and myself are developing some eco themed
workshops for the St Margaret’s Primary
School pupils. We plan to run some basic
practical sessions around vegetable and
flower growing making use of the school’s
poly tunnel and raised beds.
Sewage issue on the old railway line
Still no progress on the repair works and
Norrie Work will “chase” Ryan McKeever
again for an update.

VAT run
A former resident with a keen interest in eco
matters has raised concerns about the
positioning of the 2 storage units which act as
a store and other facility for the Forest
Kindergarten at the entrance to the VAT run.
He enquired if planning permission had been
sought and if so was the fact that the land has
been formally designated as an area of special
botanical interest taken into account. We
have received confirmation of the former
issue and re the latter matter we have
reminded the CEC Estates department of the
special status accorded to the land.
Hawthorn Bank Gardens
The large grass area within the gardens has
been subject to a significantly increased
footfall during the past 12 months due mainly
to the COVID virus and will need to be re
turfed in late July as it has become very worn
in large patches. Generous
contributions/donations from the Tom Thumb
nursery school and CEC will cover the cost of
this work which will exceed £3k in total.
Procedures are being discussed to ensure the
new turf has greater longevity.
Flower planters and tubs
Next month local volunteers plan to plant up
all the 64 planters and tubs across town with
perennials and some annuals which will once
again kindly be donated by CEC. All being well
the 2 dilapidated planters outside the medical
centre will be replaced with new ones next
month.
Neil McKinlay, Convenor, QDCC
Environmental Committee, 23rd May 2021

Health & Wellbeing  Anne Mitchell

Back to menu

Health and wellbeing report May 2021
Vaccines are currently being focussed on second doses and first doses for the 40- 50 age group. If
you have not had an invitation for your second dose after 10 weeks, please chase this up.
You can access proof of vaccination now at https://vacs.nhs.scot or use the personal password noted
towards the end of the letter of invitation.
Meetings for the team remain mostly on line with regularly input into the North west voluntary
sector forum and I Thrive. Community Alcohol Partnership has asked for health input as well as from
existing council members. As the Almond Ward Neighbourhood Network is going to focus on mental
health and social isolation over the next months it seems appropriate to join this team.
Update from QCCC ...
We continue to provide day care at home. However, we are ever hopeful that the Centre will
reopen around July time, but we are still awaiting the green light from our H&SCP. We are aware
that other local authority areas have opened day services, and we are not sure what to do to get
confirmation or clarity from H&SC regarding the delay or what is required.
Our Supper Club (for people with memory issues and their carer) is offering 2 x monthly zoom
meetings, and 2 x monthly home visits. Numbers are low at the moment; we are therefore
highlighting our services on social media – to hopefully boost interest.
Our Gardening Service volunteers have completed four gardens. There are another three to assess
prior to the work starting.
Our telephone befriending service currently has 19 matches. We are promoting this service too via
Social Media.
Five volunteers pass the assessment to pilot the trishaw. Cycling Without Age will help the
volunteers to assess the local area regarding any barriers restricting access to the tri shaw. CWA
have successfully challenged other local authority areas where barriers have been too narrow.
Ferry Elves have now spent all the money donated to support families over Christmas having liaised
with the schools as to where would be best used.

Planning & Housing  Diane Job
Applications
During four week period five applications were received
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21/02002/FUL - Single storey rear extension - 2 John Mason Court
21/02030/FUL - New single storey extension to the rear of the dwelling along with a new timber /
UPVC deck area - 29 Branders Place
21/02220/FUL - Proposed two-storey side extension and internal alterations to form open-plan
kitchen / dining area and utility at ground floor and bedrooms with shower room at first floor - 42
Station Road
21/02293/FUL - Single-storey extensions and alterations to dwelling - Butlaw Cottage 11 Butlaw
Proposal of Application Notice
21/01798/PAN - Redevelopment of Scotstoun House including conversion and extension of existing
buildings to residential use, part- demolition of office extension, and erection of new build
residential development with associated infrastructure, landscaping, access and parking - Additional
Consultation Required - Leaflets/ posters to be distributed to neighbouring properties/ public areas An advert be placed in 'Spotlight' magazine - Information board to be displayed in local supermarket
(if businesses/Covid restrictions allow)- Liaise with QDCC re material for their display cabinet & social
media channels - 1 Scotstoun House (Arup)
Decisions
The planning authority made nine decisions during the four week period
21/01415/CLP - Proposed single storey extension to property rear - 9 Stein Street - GRANTED
21/01798/PAN - Redevelopment of Scotstoun House including conversion and extension of existing
buildings to residential use, part- demolition of office extension, and erection of new build
residential development with associated infrastructure, landscaping, access and parking - 1
Scotstoun House (Arup) - PRE- APPLICATION CONSULTATION APPROVED
21/01443/FUL - Erect tiled sunroom to rear of property - 74 Stoneyflatts - GRANTED
21/01105/FUL - Form new extension to front and rear. Form new roof over existing first floor
conservatory. Fit new cladding onto existing building. Replace all existing windows. Form new
external stairs to first floor terrace. Form new windows in bedroom 2, 5, en-suite and bathroom - 1
Bankhead grove - GRANTED
20/05152/FUL - Use of woodland as forest school and erection of associated wooden sheds and
fencing (part retrospective) - Land 80 Metres West Of The Old Dairy House Dundas Home Farm REFUSED
21/00903/ADV - Proposed Digital Screen - Forth Road Bridge Administration Centre A90 - Cramond
Bridge To Forth Road Bridge - GRANTED
21/00555/FUL - Change of use of land from open space to private garden - 44 Echline Grove GRANTED
21/01995/FUL - Replacement of conservatory roof with solid roof. Replacement of various windows.
Solid fuel burner flue - 31 Ashburnham Gardens - GRANTED
21/01811/FUL - Convert and extend garage - 4 Inchcolm Terrace - GRANTED
Planning Matters
Please be advised that during these unprecedented times planning officers
are working from home for now. The public office at Waverley Court is closed and plans cannot be
viewed, the help desk is also closed but can be contacted by e-mail
Dundas Children’s Play Park
QDCC contacted Alan Grevers some time ago and we were advised that Dundas Play Park is on his to
do list - there is no further update on sourcing the additional funding that is required. QDCC will
keep an eye on this as we already have £25,000 in funding due to the High School build and we don’t
want to lose this and we also want to see an upgrade of this park as was discussed with CEC reps
over 2 years ago - NO FUTHER UPDATE

Dalmeny Park
21/00518/FUL | Residential development comprising 16x flats with associated car and cycle parking,
infrastructure and landscaping. | Former Agilent Technologies Scotstoun Avenue South Queensferry.
This application is waiting a decision - additional documents have been added to the portal in the
last few weeks.
Scotstoun Avenue
Scotstoun Ave - Section 75 - Resurfacing, Traffic Calming and Bus Stop Improvements. QDCC has
been informed that if all goes to plan this should go ahead over the summer.
Scotstoun House (Arup)
21/01798/PAN - Redevelopment of Scotstoun House including conversion and extension of existing
buildings to residential use, part- demolition of office extension, and erection of new build
residential development with associated infrastructure, landscaping, access and parking - 1
Scotstoun House - (ARUP)
QDCC had an Ms Teams meeting on the 6th May with representatives from AMA/Avison to hear the
details of the proposals and the on-line consultation event which would be taking place on the 20th
of May. Feedback on the consultation is required by Monday 31st May 2021 to ensure that the
project team can take account of all comments before the application is submitted Feedback can be
made via the website using this link:
https://www.ama-scotstounhouse.co.uk
The proposed development is for 25 high spec homes which will have a mix of 2, 3, 4 and 5
bedrooms.
Representatives from AMA (New Town) Ltd, Kettle Collective, Avison Young and RankinFraser will be
attending our monthly QDCC business meeting to present and discuss the proposals.
Springfield LDP Site HSG1
20/05023/FUL - Residential development and associated works including formation of vehicular and
pedestrian access, suds, infrastructure provision and hard and soft landscaping - Land Bounded By
M90, Springfield Lea, Place And Terrace And Bo'ness Road Echline
This application was approved at the Dev Management Sub-Committee meeting on the 19th May
2021.
This application is now Minded to Grant subject to the completion of the legal agreement (S75) in
accordance with the particulars given in the application.The required legal agreement should be
concluded within 6 months. A formal decision will be issued once this is completed. The request for
the legal agreement can be viewed in the planning portal and lists what is required from the
developer.
Builyeon Road Housing Development
20/01797/PPP
Cala will keep QDCC updated regarding this application and the submission to planning
South Scotstoun Development - Hawthorn Gardens
A few concerns have been raised to QDCC from a resident/s on the northern boundary of the
development at South Scotstoun one of which is that the homes being built are not as described in

the planning application and were closer than anticipated to existing residents houses. Terry is
progressing with the concerns raised and will advise
Three Bridges Business Park
QDCC Chairman Keith Giblett has made some progress in finding out more information on this from
Savills as details were very limited as there had been no direct communication to QDCC.
This site has been identified as a good location for distribution warehousing given its proximity to
the trunk road network for inclusion in the next stage of the City Plan 2030 and if the land is
eventually allocated by the Council, we have been advised that the community council would be
consulted as a key stakeholder in any subsequent planning application.
Telecoms Masts
20/05809/FUL | Proposed MBNL 25.00m High FLI Tree Mast mounted on 5.50 x 5.50m reinforced
concrete base and associated ancillary works. Land 405 Metres North West Of The Old Dairy House
Dundas Home Farm South Queensferry - a decision is still to be made on this application by planning
QDCC has encountered some difficulty at times getting a quick response to queries sent by e-mail to
planning/case officers I also note that there seems to be a backlog of applications for Queensferry
which await a decision. The link below may be helpful with information on the planning department
and the problems it is facing:
https://planningedinburgh.com/?blogsub=flooded#blog_subscription-2
Diane Job
QDCC Planning Convener

Transport  Grant Sangster
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QUEENSFERRY AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Transport Report for May 2021
1. High Street Resurfacing – No further feedback yet on the funding position from
Sustrans, which had been anticipated around now. As reported last month some
advance work is still expected over the coming 6-8 weeks although I believe there’s
some outstanding dialogue on design details for the Rosshill Terrace speed table.
2. Space for People Projects – Further negative comments were received on the High
Street SfP scheme when businesses reopened earlier in the month. Along with April’s
representations from residents during the QDCC monthly meeting these were fed
back to CEC for consideration. All the lower level detail may not be included in the
citywide report compiled for a mid-June CEC committee, but the Queensferry review
is still expected over the next few weeks. Little has been received recently on the A90
bus lane approaching Barnton, where morning peak period delays to private cars
seem less of an irritation now.

3. Cycle Hire Scheme – As discussed at April’s meeting Queensferry’s docking stations
were removed over the past month due to the pilot scheme finishing. The model
across Edinburgh is being reviewed at present. Hopefully we can take the project
officer up on the offer of a meeting with QDCC to hear about future directions for the
concept and Queensferry’s involvement, as many people appreciated the
investment.
4. Active Travel Routes – Along with Keith, Terry and Graeme I attended a virtual
meeting with a representative from Atkins who has been employed to look at active
travel routes around Queensferry. This is with a view to either consolidating existing
routes or establishing new ones that would be heavily used for journeys from the
Builyeon Road and South Scotstoun LDP sites. Familiar trip attractors and barriers to
active travel in Queensferry were discussed along with some land ownership and
adoption matters. Examples are the spine route through Echline estate towards the
play park and onwards down Hopetoun Road, linking Morison Gardens to Scotmid
and Ferrymuir Road between the two roundabouts. In some ways it feels like revisiting
old, difficult ground and inevitably the outcome is unlikely to be perfect or suit
everyone. But it’s encouraging that some focus is being applied and there’s a
willingness to involve the existing community in the initiative.
5. Public Transport – No further changes to bus services, times or fares across
Queensferry this month. A new Fife Circle train timetable was introduced from 16
May, with frequency increased to 2 trains every half hour throughout the day and
evening journeys restarted. Passenger occupancy in the week up to 16 May was
estimated in the range 33% to 66% of capacity. Industrial action continues on
Sundays meaning rail replacement buses are used at Dalmeny, with extra stops for
hospitals in Dunfermline and Kirkcaldy.
Grant Sangster
Transport Sub-Committee Convenor
22 May 2021

Cllr Lang & cllr Young
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Queensferry & District Community Council – May 2021 report

Changes to the 2021/22 Council Budget
At the time of writing, the Council is due to meet on Thursday 27 May to consider changes
to its agreed annual budget. This is in light of additional monies being made available by the
Scottish Government since the original budget was set in February.
Whilst motions are still to be agreed, we have been working with our Liberal Democrat
councillor colleagues to look at how this money could be used to reverse the budget cuts
made by the administration at Queensferry HS, Queensferry PS, Dalmeny PS and Echline PS.
We also want to see how this extra funding could be used to pursue our original £10 million
investment plan to address the long list of roads, paths and pavements in urgent need of
repair.
Finally, we are keen to prioritise additional money so that libraries (including Queensferry
Library) and public toilets (including the High Street toilets) can be reopened more quickly.
High Street one-way system
We have been undertaking extensive engagement with residents about the new one-way
system on the High Street. Whilst there remain some concerns about enforcement, the vast
majority of feedback received has been positive.
Nevertheless, residents on Station Road and Rosshill Terrace rightly continue to raise serious
concerns about both traffic volumes and speed. We are continuing to press officers to make
sure the promised traffic calming is in place as soon as possible.
We had hoped that a possible change in Transport Secretary in the Scottish Government
would have created an opportunity to restart discussions on opening the A90 slip roads.
However the current Transport Secretary, who has refused to consider this option, was
reappointed this month.
Newhalls Road / Kirkliston Road speeding and noise
Earlier this month, we held another face-to-face meeting with the Chief Inspector for North
West Edinburgh at Police Scotland. We reaffirmed that the problems with speeding and
noisy motor vehicles at Newhalls Road and Kirkliston Road remained unresolved and that
additional policing was required.
One of the issues it that direct reporting from residents has dropped off, which led officers
to believe problems had been addressed. In direct response to our meeting, officers
undertook a door-to-door survey of residents at Newhalls Road and we have emphasised
the importance of reporting all incidents.
Scotstoun House development plan
Like others, we have been engaged by AMA on its plans to develop the Scotstoun House site
into 25 new homes. We have explained to AMA how we are keen to understand what

feedback is received directly from local residents ahead of the formal planning application
being submitted.
Just-Eat cycles
We were sorry to see that, as a result of lower than forecast use and also repeated acts of
vandalism and anti-social behaviour, the Just-Eat cycle hire scheme was suspended in
Queensferry. Since then, papers have been published showing that substantial additional
public funding will be required if the city-wide scheme is to continue. We continue to
believe that, as a growing town, the hire scheme is a positive addition for Queensferry so we
are keen to this return when circumstances allow.
Inchcolm play park
We had been pursuing the replacement play equipment at Inchcolm park since the original
climbing frame had to be removed because of a safety audit last year. We are pleased to
see this is, at last, installed. We continue to push for funding to improvements at other
parts in the Ferry.
Other issues








We have been working with some residents at South Scotstoun who are concerned
that Taylor Wimpey is constructing homes too close to existing homes and outwith
the original planning consent. We have worked them to submit the necessary
planning enforcement requests.
We are working with Taylor Wimpey and former Lady Provost, Elizabeth Grubb on a
street naming ceremony in memory of George Grubb. This was due to be held this
month but was delayed for unavoidable personal reasons with Mrs Grubb. We
expect this to be held later in the summer.
We are pursuing with officers when the Bo’ness Road speed limit change will be
implemented following the Transport Committee approval in January. We are also
asking for updates on the pedestrian crossing plan.
We have had concerns raised with us about the actions of one resident who has
constructed a vehicle access point to his property directly from Echline Avenue.
There is worry about the precedent this may set and we have asked planning officers
for guidance on this point.

Cllr Hutchison
Councillors Report — May 2021
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COVID-19 Response
The council’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic continues to be analysed through update reports
to the Policy and Sustainability committee, which has now returned to an 8 weekly cycle, and the
associated recovery programme is discussed at a monthly all-party oversight group. Meetings will
continue to be held virtually until the end of the Council year in June and the Chief Executive has
confirmed that there will be no staff back in offices before August at the earliest.
Full Council
Full Council met on Thursday 29th April.
Full Council will meet again on Thursday 27th May at 10am. This meeting will be webcast in the usual
fashion.
Hawes & Longcraig Pier Users Committee
The Hawes & Longcraig Pier Users Committee met on Wednesday 19th May, I was unable to attend
having notified before the date was set that I was not available on the 19th. It was noted that the
attendance at the meeting was very poor. Councillor Work who was in attendance as Convenor will
be able to provide an update on matters discussed.
Almond Neighbourhood Network
The Almond Neighbourhood Network met virtually on Wednesday 12th May as planned. I was
unable to attend. I was pleased to hear that Keith Giblett has taken on the role of Chair. More
broadly I have once again fed back my concerns to the appropriate officers on the Neighbourhood
Network/LPP model.
Local Issues
Harbour Slipway - Following an accident on the slipway at Queensferry Harbour reported to
Councillors by Graeme McKinley, I have been looking at the question of ownership and the erection
of appropriate signage. I have been able to confirm definitively that the Council does not own the
slipway. My work on this is ongoing.
5G mast - I have received a pre-consultation enquiry on behalf of CK Hutchison Networks (UK)
Limited regarding the proposed erection of a 5G telecoms mast at an area of existing footpath
running alongside A904 Echline, South Queensferry, Edinburgh, EH30 9WJ.
High Street Public Toilets - In line with it’s citywide plan for re-opening all public toilets, the Council
will be looking to re-open the toilets on the High Street in late June/early July.
Graffiti - I have had reports of an increase in graffiti in Queensferry and across the Almond Ward. I
have asked for a clean up to be carried out on the new Burnshot Flyover on the A90 which has been
most frequently report. I have also been I touch with the local Police. Individual instances should be
reported on this link; www.edinburgh.gov.uk/graffitihttp://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/graffiti. Reports
of offensive or obscene graffiti are prioritised and dealt with on an urgent basis.
Surgeries
My surgeries are postponed indefinitely until the COVID-19 advice to Councillors on face to face
meetings changes. Constituents requiring assistance can contact me by
email graham.hutchison@edinburgh.gov.uk or phone 0131 529 4354.

Cllr Work
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Cllr Norman Work’s report for May 2021 meeting

Hawes/Longcraig Pier Users Committee; I chaired the virtual meeting via Teams on Wednesday 19th May.
7 Cruise liner visits have been booked this year with the first cruise liner expected in July plus 3 domestic
cruise liners have also booked. There is still a lot of uncertainty, but the council must plan and work to the
bookings that have been taken.
Openreach Telegraph Poles; I contacted the council planning officers to ask about neighbour notification
after complaints from residents in Sommerville Gardens when telegraph poles were installed. The
response is copied below.
The Planning service are notified of these applications under prior notification for telecommunications
(PNTs) and have 28 days to decide whether the proposal is permitted development or not. Therefore,
there is no provision to notify neighbours of the proposal if it is permitted development. I have reviewed
the General Permitted Development Order and cannot find any requirement for the company to notify
neighbours.
Accident at Harbour; After hearing about the accident on the slipway, I have asked if signs could be
displayed warning of trip hazards.
Friends of the South Queensferry Cemetery and the Vennel Kirk's burial ground;
Local resident Neil Walker is in the process of establishing a Friends of the South Queensferry Cemetery
and the Vennel Kirk's burial ground, with the support and encouragement of Edinburgh Council. If anyone
is interested, then contact Neill Walker: fsqcvk@hotmail.com
Almond Neighbourhood Network; I attended the latest meeting on Wednesday 12th May.
Update on Sewage works; I emailed Ryan McKeever for an update on the sewage works on the old
railway path. At the time of writing he hasn’t got back to me which is unusual. I’ll send another email and
hope to report something at the meeting.
Pre-application Consultation - Scotstoun House South Queensferry 21/01798/PAN; Unfortunately, I was
unable to attend an online question and answer session I was invited to on Thursday 20th May.
Public Toilets; The council are working towards reopening the remaining permanent public toilets
including Queensferry High Street in late June or early July, in line with public health guidance.
Disabled Parking; I have asked that the lines are refreshed for the two disabled spaces between William
Hill & Neilsons on the High Street after being contacted by blue badge holders.
Regards,
Cllr Norman Work

Other Documents
Police Report (April 2021)
Northwest Monthly Community Meeting Update
APRIL 2021 (Almond)

Addressing violent crime
Serious Violent crime (incl. serious assault/robbery) Our new reporting year began in
April and serious violent crime is down 12.4% on the 5 year average.
Our Specialist units – the CID and the Violent Reduction Team investigate all instances of
serious crime and work with our uniform response teams to ensure a professionalism
response to all incidents.
Currently we have some additional resources from a flexible policing team allowing us to
carry out additional high visibility patrols in key areas.
Domestic Abuse recorded crime levels are the same in NW as last year, despite
concerns this may have shown greater increase during COVID-19 restriction period.
Enforcement of domestic bail conditions to protect vulnerable victims has continued.

Reducing drug harm and targeting supply
Drugs (supply, production and cultivation) – There has been a 14.3% increase on
identifying Misuse of Drugs related crime. There is a continued focus on this area with the
Proactive LAVRU unit are actively carrying out search warrants and disruption to target
drug related crime following intelligence gathering and important Crimestoppers
notifications from communities.
If anyone has information from the Community please contact a police officer, attend a
local police station, ring 101 or anonymously via Crimestoppers (online or by 0800 555
111)

Tackling housebreaking and acquisitive crime
Housebreaking to domestic homes remains low across NW and is down 37% on the 5
year average. We have maintained focus on the minority of individuals committing
housebreaking and there has been continued enforcement of bail curfews for offenders by
local and specialist teams. This trend is replicated throughout the City and our Community
Investigation team prioritise all housebreakings for prompt investigation.
Housebreaking non-dwellings (sheds/garage) have decreased by 51.1% this year to
date in NW and down 40% in Almond ward with a focus on stealing pedal bikes.
Local officers from a plain clothes team investigate and they continue to be successful in

driving up detection rates and providing prevention information to our victims and the local
Community.
Theft of pedal cycles is down 24.2% in NW and down 22.2% in Almond ward from last
year. A number of bikes have been recovered and reunited with their owner through bike
register and we are hopeful of holding more events in the future when COVID restrictions
ease.
Theft of motor vehicles which includes theft of motorcycles is still down 31.8% in NW to
date.
Recently there have been a number of thefts of exclusive motor vehicles with the use of
key coders. Crime prevention advice has been passed out on social media.

Dealing with disorder and antisocial behaviour
Antisocial behaviour incidents have decreased and are 20.2% down on last year to
date. Calls in this category include concerns about young people gathering, reports of
neighbours not adhering to social distancing and noise/party calls.
There have been concerns with recent levels of anti - social behaviour seen in some
locations and in North West we have seen groups of young people acting in a disorderly
manner in Inverleith Park, Corstorphine Hill, Cammo, South Queensferry and other open
spaces.
As previously reported Operation Proust was implemented to target reckless behaviour
against buses and the drivers. A significant number of young people have been charged
with these offences and preventative work is going with our partners. Our school link
officers have a significant part to play in this as they are now able to return inside and give
educational talks.
Motorbike anti-social behaviour does become more prevalent at this time of year and each
incident of disorder or reckless behaviour is fully investigated. The community can report
in and they can by ringing 101 or by emailing our dedicated email box
EdinburghCPTNorthWest@scotland.pnn.police.uk.
If anyone wishes to use Crimestoppers to report anonymously please ring 0800555111
We continue to target all these areas of behaviour and since young people have been
back at school and engaged in other activities there has been a decrease in anti-social
behaviour.
Hate crime is NW is down 38.9%, down on last year in the NW area. Over the coming
months our school link officers will be engaging with leadership teams in school to identify
opportunities for educational talks.

Making our roads safe
Road safety stats - The number of people seriously injured on roads in NW is down
34.6% on last year and the number slightly injured is down 56.5%.

We appreciate there are a number of areas that cause concern for members of the public
and officers continue to work in conjunction with partners and Roads Policing to patrol
these areas, educating drivers and enforcing when necessary.

Other e.g. Events/initiatives/local ward updates or national campaigns
Road Safety
High Visibility patrols to be conducted throughout the area in an effort to deter drivers
committing any driving offences, most notably speeding in built up areas. Particular
attention will be paid to Newhalls Road, The Loan and Builyeon Road.
The issue concerning ‘boy racers’ particularly at Hawes Brae car park and Ferrymuir car
park remains a priority. Significant efforts are being made to address this issue, with local
Officers working alongside the City of Edinburgh Council and colleagues within the Roads
Policing Division. Additional patrols, at relevant times, will be conducted in an effort to
deter antisocial behaviour and prevent vehicles from using either car park as a location to
gather in large numbers.
ASB
There have been a number of reports throughout April relating to antisocial behaviour
particularly at weekends where large groups are gathering and causing a nuisance. Local
Officers will carry out high visibility patrols, including foot patrols, in relevant areas in an
effort to deter groups from gathering and provide reassurance for members of the
community. Specialist resources will also be requested to include said relevant areas in
their patrol matrix.
Whilst the demands of dealing with the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic does demand
significant resources across Police Scotland, Community Policing remains in place to
provide support for members of the community and to tackle any ongoing issues.

Contact Us:
Email (for all ward areas): EdinburghCPTNorthWest@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Email address is not monitored 24/7 or for reporting crime or ongoing incidents. These
should be reported by calling 101 (non-emergency) or 999 (emergency).
Twitter: @EdinPolNW Facebook: https://en-gb.facebook.com/EdinburghPoliceDivision

Agenda

QDCC May Business Meeting

Monday 24th May 2021 at 7.30pm

(Virtual Meeting)

1. QDCC Chairman’s Welcome & Protocols
2. Apologies
3. Police Report
4. Guest - Caroline Nutsford (Avinson Young) - update on proposals for Arup
(AAMA)Development
5. Minutes from the last meeting (April 2021)
6. Any Matters Arising
7. Chair’s Report
8. Almond Ward Councillor Reports
9. Treasurer’s Report
10. Secretary’s Report
11. QDCC Sub Committees Reports
12. CEC/QDCC Business updates including AGM 2021
13. Any Other Business
14. Questions from the floor
15. Date and time of next meeting

Terry Airlie- Vice Chair & Correspondence Secretary, 17th May 2021

Previous Minutes
Monthly Business Meeting
Monday 26 April 2021 at 7.30pm

MS Teams – Virtual Meeting
DRAFT MINUTES

Present: Terry Airlie (Vice-Chair), Keith Giblett (Chair), Diane Job (Treasurer), Grant Sangster, Graeme
McKinley, David Flint, Neil McKinlay, Anne Mitchell, Laura Sexton, David Learmond (QHT), Gillian Smith
(QCCC), Michelle Gordon (QHS), Liz Holmes (Minute Secretary), Cllr Graham Hutchison, Cllr Norman
Work, Cllr Louise Young, 2 guests -Stephen Morrison, Openreach and Karen Stewart, FBTS Manager, 3
local residents.

1. QDCC Chairman’s
Welcome

The Vice-Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to the online
meeting via MS Teams. He was continuing to stand-in as Chair during Keith’s
recuperation. In addition to members, meeting links are available to the
public on request and 3 local residents were attending. Terry also welcomed
Karen Stewart, the Forth Bridges Tourism Strategy Manager. There was one
guest speaker for this meeting, Stephen Morrison from Openreach.
QDCC had been notified of incidences of vandalism and anti-social behaviour
in the last few weeks, including noise from car racers. Other activity covered
Spaces for People feedback to CEC; the Just Eat bike hire withdrawal; matters
raised by Varney estate residents regarding the Forthview development; and
other new and ongoing planning activity.

2. Apologies

Andy Malarky, Martin Crow (Police), Muir Kay (QBC), Jenni Meldrum (interim
rep for town centre businesses), Cllr Kevin Lang.

3. Police Report

No Police Report submitted this month.

4. Openreach FTTP
Rollout

Terry invited Stephen to provide an update on the broadband full fibre rollout
(FTTP). Work is progressing well and ahead of schedule in some areas, with
1,300 houses able to order superfast broadband via any supplier. Resources
are sufficient to cover the remainder of properties in the Quarter 1 plan.
Slight delay due to Forth Road Bridge access requirement for new cable which
may affect Quarter 3 (July/Aug) schedule but hope to finish Queensferry
rollout by Dec. Further civil engineering works needed at build stages and will
inform QDCC to help publicise across the community.
Graeme noted previously that connections couldn’t be taken right up to
properties due to Covid. Stephen confirmed this restriction was now lifted.
David L asked how people interested in having FTTP should proceed. Orders
should be placed via the Openreach website, or other supplier sites. Need to
select bandwidth required.

5. FBTS Update

Karen provided an update on recent activity. This included Just Eat Bikes and
the Forth Bridges Trail, plus movement on Marketing Plan with Visit Scotland.
She thanked QDCC for publicising the ‘This is Edinburgh’ welcome back

competition, specifically the 2 Queensferry prizes. As of the previous week
there were 725 entries. It was also hoped the reopening of all local businesses
had gone well that day (26 April).
Terry asked about the Digital Trail. This was linked with Visit Scotland’s plan
for COP26 and involved various sites.
6. Minutes from Last
Meeting (March 21)

Terry thanked Liz and Grant for the March minutes. No amendments were
requested, minutes proposed by Diane and seconded by Neil.

7. Matters Arising

OUTSTANDING ACTIONS
MAY 2019
Harbour Wall: Update from CEC received March 21, published on QDCC
website. Limited funding has been made available for urgent repairs to
structure. Work to focus on most significant damage to the ends of both piers.
Site investigations ongoing to determine next steps re repairs. ACTION
CLOSED (new action, March 21)
JANUARY 2020
Forest Nurseries: Some concerns were raised by Cllr Hutchison regarding road
access to the site at Dundas, which passes near some residences. No further
action meantime. ACTION DEFERRED
FEBRUARY 2020
Museum: Action for QDCC to re-engage with CEC Museum Dept. No further
action meantime. ACTION DEFERRED
SEPTEMBER 2020
Leisure Facilities: A new timetable issued in November 2020, but then quickly
withdrawn due to further coronavirus restrictions. Covered under Secretary’s
report, Agenda item13. New leisure facilities re-opened. ACTION CLOSED
OCTOBER 2020
Development Management Sub-Committee (DMSC): Ongoing dissatisfaction
on the questionable basis for making decisions at CEC. Investigate formation of
a community forum. The purpose of such a forum being to act as an
engagement vehicle. No movement, Terry to re-engage. ACTION CONTINUES
JANUARY 2021
Development Trust for Queensferry: Terry to arrange a meeting to see what
direction this could take next, particularly relating to Queensferry’s community
facility existing ‘seed fund’. To liaise with Keith and bring back to Committee.
ACTION CONTINUES
Antisocial Behaviour (ASB) Scotstoun: Norman to make enquiries on whether
either CEC or a development trust could invest in CCTV coverage to monitor
activities outside shops and residences around Scotstoun Grove. Likely that

CEC may say that responsibility for CCTV lies with the Shopping Centre, but
potential for CCTV at the recycling facilities being looked at. Police report
notes increase in patrols at Scotstoun shops to help deter ASB activity.
ACTION CONTINUES
Road & Pavement Adoption Dalmeny Park: Norman and Graham to clarify
adoption status of Dalmeny Park streets. Understanding is that developers
should approach CEC and apply for adoption. Has to be an adoptable
standard, can be problems with new materials used, eg monobloc.
Correspondence between Cala and Cllrs Hutchison and Lang notes delays in
completion process in 2020 due to Covid. Inspections by CEC/SW due early
March 21 and thereafter roads should go onto a 1-year maintenance period,
and then be formally adopted. ACTION CONTINUES – to confirm CEC/SW
inspections taken place.
MARCH 2021
ASB Hawes & Ferrymuir: Cllrs Lang/Young to liaise with QDCC on further
action re Hawes and Ferrymuir Gait driving related ASB. See Agenda item 10
for update re Hawes car park. ACTION CLOSED
Neil to contact BEAR regarding the Ferrymuir Gait car park. Virtual meeting
taken place involving relevant parties and action plan agreed. ACTION
CLOSED
QHS Capacity: Terry to chase response from CEC (Crawford McGhie) on plans
to address QHS capacity in the event of another school not being available for
Kirkliston children. Contacted CM twice, response awaited, and Kirkliston CC
also chasing. Need to review the City Plan 2030, which is on hold re pandemic.
ACTION CONTINUES
Dundas Telecom Mast: Cllr Young to check with CEC that all QDCC comments
on Dundas mast application, including those post submission date, have been
forwarded to new Planning Officer for this case. CEC waiting for official
consultee responses, eg Edinburgh Airport, before making planning decision.
QDCC comments and documents are on the portal, confirmed new Case
Officer is aware of submission. ACTION CLOSED
Tesco Recycling Facilities: Neil to be included in meeting with CEC to discuss
future of recycling bins at Tesco. Meeting being arranged by Murray Black at
CEC. Keith proposed the Environment Policy on recycling and waste collection
be reviewed ahead of a meeting. Norman agreed to check the policy
statement. Keith also contacted MB on this topic and some other items and
suggested holding back on meeting pending response, and review of policy.
ACTION CONTINUES
Harbour Wall: Terry to follow up funding status for Harbour Wall repairs with
Renata Wilson, and liaise with Ward Councillors. Funding position been
followed up, but emergency repairs now needed due to pot hole. Terry to

chase action with Renata. ACTION CONTINUES
Spaces for People: QDCC to continue to review impact and effectiveness of
the Spaces for People initiative. Covered under Agenda item 11 and Transport
report, ongoing business. ACTION CLOSED
Planning: Diane to check planning status for Stoneycroft Road townhouses.
Planning decision still awaited. ACTION CLOSED
AGM Dates: Terry to contact CEC regarding QDCC AGM requirements in 2021.
Done, response awaited. ACTION CONTINUES
Car Racing, Station Road: Terry to contact the Police regarding resident
report of car racing on Station Road. Martin notified, no feedback yet.
ACTION CONTINUES
Cemeteries Friends Group: Terry to pass on Diane’s details as QDCC contact
point to new Friends of Queensferry Cemeteries Group. Done. ACTION
CLOSED
8. Chair’s Report

No report this month

9. QHS Update

Update on the High School provided by Michelle. All pupils now fully returned
to school. Seniors moving to assessment phase as no SQA exam diet again this
year. Information on process on the school website. P7 transition will be
virtual via MS Teams as can’t visit the primary schools.
Phase 2 of the redevelopment work is progressing, to be complete by Aug.
John Wood, QHS Head Teacher, is retiring in the summer.
Reviewing senior pupil interaction with QDCC for next year.
Michelle also thanked Anne and the Ferry Elves for the Easter parcels.
Neil asked when would be best time, and best person to contact, to reestablish community engagement at QHS, and what topics to cover. Michelle
proposed picking this up in early June, to tie in with the Renewal Plan.
Different groups and interests could be discussed then. QHS (Michelle and
Natalie) would lead on this.
ACTION:
Michelle and Neil to pick up re-establishing community
engagement at QHS, early June.

10. Councillors’
Reports

Cllr Hutchison. Report circulated before the meeting. No questions raised.
Cllrs Young/Lang. Report circulated before the meeting.
Neil asked for an update on the lack of Police presence at the Hawes car park.
Noted that things had got worse again, and Terry asked if the Police were
aware of the scale of the problem and the impact. Was it that residents have
stopped reporting incidents. Louise confirmed that the Police were aware but
stressed they need to be alerted and danger that fatigue may set in and

residents then stop reporting every instance. The Chief Inspector had
confirmed meeting with senior officers w/c 10 May, so should have update for
next QDCC meeting.
Keith observed on Friday to Sunday nights activity is now across the town and
the previous Wednesday there had been a serious complaint of ASB on the
High Street. There was still an issue at the FRB and Echline, with significant
speeding on Builyeon Road, and the Police need to be updated. Louise
acknowledged this and would explain to the Police how difficult this had
become and that the cycle needs broken. QDCC noted that not just noisier,
but driver behaviour re speeding, loud music, and Covid breaches, can be
intimidating and impact on residents.
Graeme asked if information from the informal survey of the one-way system
might be helpful. Louise reported the survey was qualitative, so themes not
numbers. Initial instances of cars going the wrong way and cyclists going both
ways had surprised some drivers and other users. She would share the top 5
with QDCC in due course.
Cllr Work. Report circulated before the meeting.
Terry referred to the report comments on noise and speeding, and that 2
residents attending the meeting had expressed concerns around Ashburnham
Loan and Station Road. Norman added that the stretch from Rosshill Terrace
to the roundabout is also affected.
11. Station Road
Traffic

Terry invited the residents to update QDCC on their experiences. Both are on
Ashburnham Loan and had seen an increase in traffic, speed and noise levels
along Station Road following the new one-way system on the High Street, and
some vehicles were also overtaking on Station Road. On Friday and Saturday
nights cars were observed racing. Feeling was not as safe as before, big
difference in the last few weeks, and children now back at school.
One of the residents had their car stolen from the drive the previous weekend
and neighbours had doors tried at night, and wondered if this was related
behaviour. Diane said houses in other areas had attempted break-ins so
maybe a separate issue. Terry to pass this onto the Police.
Post Meeting Note – residents confirmed incidents have already been
reported to Police.
Grant commented on the Spaces for People (SfP) rationale which had led to
the one-way system and rerouting of traffic onto Rosshill Terrace and Station
Road. Currently a temporary measure, with review mid-June on effectiveness.
Feedback can be made via CEC website.
Graeme added that there are speed pads on both streets but these have
eroded, and so may be a maintenance issue to raise with CEC.
ACTION: Terry to notify CEC speed pads on Rosshill Terrace/Station Road
require maintenance.

Terry thanked the 2 residents for raising these concerns with QDCC. The
situation would be kept under review.
12. Treasurer’s
Report

Report for April, and updated end of year figures, were circulated before the
meeting. No questions raised.

13. Secretary’s
Report

Report circulated before the meeting. No questions raised.
Contact with Edinburgh Leisure on opening times for the new facilities at QHS.
It was important that local people made use of these now they were open.

14. QDCC
Subcommittees

Planning & Housing
Report circulated before the meeting. Diane noted another busy month.
Items discussed included Scotstoun House/Ove Arup site – the conversion/new build of this site had
been a surprise, with no advance notification to QDCC or Ward Councillors.
Proposal is for 25 residential units. Consultation to be online, with documents
on website, publicised via Spotlight magazine and Evening News. QDCC to
meet the following week to discuss and be able to inform residents. Neil
asked who now owns the leasehold, Arup or the developer. QDCC to enquire
at meeting.
Forthview (Ferrymuir) – sightings of rats have been reported, the developer is
to set traps and monitor. QDCC also contacted by Varney residents about the
access routes. This is outwith QDCC control as rests on adopted road status
with planning approved by CEC for vehicle access via Hugh Russell Place and
Henry Ross Place. It is hoped to have adopted status approved for Ferrymuir
Gait but needs resolved by the developer, CEC and Transport Scotland.
Port Edgar – land up for sale. Norman commented that this land isn’t
restricted so can be used for leisure, housing or commercial purposes.
Transport
Report circulated before the meeting. Grant highlighted areas not already
discussed, including the new Barnton bus lane and Just Eat Bikes withdrawal
which was disappointing.
David L noted the QHT & QDCC meeting about the High Street had been a
good exchange of views and asked when the next Steering Group meeting
would be. Ian Spence, former planner, had points to raise and discuss. Grant
advised no date yet, hoping to have another engagement event in next 2/3
months. Keith advised next Steering Group meeting would be dependent on
outcome of Sustrans funding.
David also commented on need to reiterate that new developments must
have appropriate access routes. QDCC in dialogue with Cala and Atkins
regarding travel plans for Builyeon Road site. Terry to set up meeting to
discuss further.
ACTION: Terry to set up meeting with Atkins and Cala on travel plans and

access routes at Builyeon Road development.
Environment
Report circulated before the meeting. A positive meeting had taken place
with BEAR management and Varney resident as noted in the report. Action
plan in place, to be monitored and if no improvement then car park may close
at weekends.
Litter bin at Boathouse steps to be switched with the one at Neilsons, to meet
need for a larger bin at the steps area.
ACTION: Terry to check if Boathouse steps and Neilsons litter bins have been
swapped around.
Queensferry Heritage Trust (QHT)
David L advised that QHT AGM date was set for 28 April.
A further response had been received from QLTR advising they had no other
properties of interest in Queensferry. No response yet from Scotways on
Rights of Way in the Sealscraig area. Graeme asked if the proposed Port Edgar
site sale had been noted as at risk. David said it hadn’t.
Queensferry Boat Club (QBC)
No update for this meeting, due to Muir’s absence.
Health & Wellbeing
Report circulated before the meeting. No questions raised.
Queensferry Churches Care in the Community (QCCC)
Gillian updated QDCC on the introduction of the Trishaws. Testing for ‘drivers’
was being undertaken and Trishaws should be in use beginning of May. A post
at the Dark Entry was making access difficult. Norman had made enquiries to
see if this could be moved slightly, and would check further and advise.
It was also hoped to reopen the Haven in July, subject to lifting of restrictions
etc.
ACTION: Norman to check previous email exchange with Dalmeny Estate on
potential to move a post at Dark Entry to allow Trishaw access, and advise
QCCC of response.
Education & Recreation
Report circulated before the meeting. David F noted no update yet on the
Library reopening. Keith understood that 15 August was the date for
reopening CEC buildings, including libraries, community centres. Cllr
Hutchison said this was an indicative, not before, date.
Communication
Report circulated before the meeting. Graeme advised that Spotlight deadline
was Friday 30 April for any QDCC content. Muir had submitted a note on QBC.
15. CEC/QDCC

Terry had checked AGM requirements with CEC, nothing to report as yet, so

Business updates

QDCC business as usual, pending further guidance.

16. AOB

Keith commented that a number of items at this meeting had linked back to
the Police, and that the content of the more recent Police Reports was not as
relevant to Queensferry as previously. He suggested QDCC consider inviting
the Inspector to a meeting to discuss various matters arising. Terry noted that
local points can, and have been, added to the Police Report by Martin. QDCC
agreed it would be useful to seek a Police Scotland view on Community
Policing. Anne added that she had received an email on CAP and that Martin
hadn’t been included, his involvement was therefore unknown.
ACTION: Terry to formally invite Police Scotland representative to QDCC
meeting to discuss Community Policing and current areas of concern.

17. Questions from
the floor

No questions raised.

18. Date and time of
next meeting

Monday 24 May 2021 at 7.30pm.
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