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East Pier Davit 

During a recent inspection the poor condition of the base of the davit on the east pier was 
noted. Due to the severely deteriorated condition of the davit, it should not be used for lifting 
as it poses a health and safety risk. Not only should the davit be out of commission for 
lifting, it should also not have anything tied to it to act as an anchor.  

Whilst the davit is out of commission in a lifting capacity, we understand the historical 
significance of it and will grout around the base when the harbour repair work is taking 
place. This will not allow it to be used for lifting, but it will allow it to stay on the pier as a 
landmark.  

 

Figure 1 Ladder tied to davit 
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Figure 1 shows a ladder tied around the base of the davit. Considering the condition of the 
base, the ladder should be removed, and the davit should not be used as a support. The 
davit should not be used to support the weight of a person using the ladder as an access 
to the pier deck. 

 

Figure 2 Cracks in concrete at fixings 

The cracks on the surface are in line with the fixings on the base of the davit. It is uncertain 
how effective these fixings are in their current condition. The concrete surface is effectively 
just to handle foot traffic and does not have the strength to anchor down the davit. It is 
uncertain how deep the fixings go into the pier structure, however, as a safety precaution 
this is further reason to decommission the lifting arm.  
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Figure 3 Corroded base of davit 

Figure 3 is the most concerning of the defects on the davit. The corroded supports could 
fail at any time if the davit is used for lifting operations. 

All the above examples highlight the reason for taking the davit out of service. The Council 
will secure the davit to the pier so it can remain in a non-operational capacity. However, if 
there is any desire to keep the davit in an operational capacity, Queensferry Boat Club 
would be required to fund the repairs and ensure the davit is able to operate safely. Until 
any repair work is carried out, the Council deems the davit to be non-operational. We will 
be in further contact with Queensferry Boat Club to see how they wish to proceed with the 
matter in conjunction with the harbour repairs. 

 


